
Page 1 11 

 
 

 

 

   

   

   

   

 
President’s Message 

 

As I sit here today to write this article I have my sweatshirt and 

socks on thinking about this summer’s weather.  While it hasn’t 

been a hot summer (or barely warm to my standards), it’s been a 

pretty ideal summer for our Miata’s.  We had lots of days that we 

didn’t have to run the air conditioner to keep from frying, we 

could go topless and be pretty comfortable (if it wasn’t raining).  

The weather made our car run tip top great and Ron was really 

happy with the great ‘red rider’.  We have completed a good 

number of events with more cars than usual and everyone had a 

good time as far as we could tell. 

 

So what else could we ask for?!  We even had 36 cars for a non-event last Sunday that you’ll hear about later in 

the newsletter.  Wow, what a sight it was to see them all lined up along the field! 

 

On a business level, we have finally gotten a Federal Tax Exemption as the Part II of our incorporation 

activities.  We now have a final step to take to get a NY state exemption so we can stop paying sales tax on our 

purchases.  I hope we can get this in place and maybe recoup some of the taxes paid from our Anniversary party.  

Stay tuned for more to come. 

 

On a parting note, there’s still lots more events and driving left before the snow falls (even though Steve keeps 

telling me there’s going to be a polar vortex in September).  My black walnut tree is loaded with nuts which is 

another telltale sign.   Well, I guess it’s not a surprise there’s too many nuts at my house! 

Drive carefully and lots! 

 

         Karen 
 

 

Welcome New Members                    Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Doug Zornow              Fairport  2012 Copper Red Mica Steve Stewart 
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“Miata Meanderings” 
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Peter & Debra Wynyard  Baldwinsville  2012 Blue  Karen Abbott 

 

Tammy & Ted Boglione  Canandaigua  2014 True Red Steve Stewart 

 

Allan Klauda    Rochester  2013 White  Steve Stewart 

 
Ice Cream Schedule 

 

Syracuse Area -  Karen Abbott and Miriam White 
 

Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

 

September 11- Kimberly’s Ice Cream, 8240 Cazenovia Rd, Manlius (inside Seating) 

September 25- Skan-Ellus Drive In Ice Cream, 1659 US Route 20 East, Skaneateles 

(inside seating) 

October 9- at 6:30 today Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) 

 

Rochester - Steve Stewart  
 

September 9/14 – Papa Jacks, 261 W. Main St. (Rte.96), Victor, food at Papa Jacks Grill next door 

September 23/14 – Pultneyville Deli Co., Lake Rd. Webster, food in-house 

October 7/14 – Hanks, 235 North Ave. (Rte.250), Webster, food in-house 

 

Southern Tier Ice Cream Schedule -  Joe Lamphere 
 

We still meet for ice cream on the first Monday of the month at Pop's Sugar Shack on Conklin Ave and on the 

following Wednesdays at 6:30: 

 

September 17/14, Suzy-Q’s, 1110 Chenango Street, Hillcrest 13901 

October 15/14, Tastie Cream , 2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY 13850 

 

September Events 
 

Rudy’s Run                                             Bob Sabella 
 

Saturday, Sept. 13th, Run to Rudy’s in Oswego for lunch followed with a 

drive to Sweet Inspiration’s in Fulton for Ice Cream. This is a rain or shine 

event. 

 

Meet 11:45 AM at the Holiday Inn parking lot, Exit 37 NYS Thruway, (7th 

North St. and Electronics Parkway). Departing at 12 Noon.  

 

An easy drive, Route 370 (Liverpool) to Route 48 (Baldwinsville) to Route 

104 to Oswego and lunch at Rudy’s. Continue on 104 (after Rudy’s stop) to 
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Route 3 to Sweet Inspirations. Total drive is about 55 miles. Time, depending on length of stops, approx. 3-4 

hours. 

 

Lafayette Apple Orchard Crawl                            Lee Maddy 
 

Sunday, Sept. 21th, Lafayette Apple Orchard Crawl. We did this run several 

years ago, and it’s time to bring it back. This event is less about the drive, more 

about fall, apples, and which apple fritter is better.  

This is a rain or shine event. 

 

Meet 10:30 AM at the Lafayette McDonalds (Rt. 20 

& Rt. 81), we will depart at 11 AM.  The total event 

will travel down route 20 for a total trip of 6 miles, 

stopping at 4-5 apple orchards on the way. For those of you who enjoy your apples in 

alcoholic form, we will also be stopping at the Beak & Skiff Cindery and Vodka 

distillery.  

 

No need to RSVP, just show up if you want, and stay for as long as you like. Will there be ice cream?  Maybe… 

 

September 28, Bill Hodge Memorial Road Rally 

Warren & Janet Robinson 
 

When: Sunday Sept 28, 2014 at NOON rain or shine  

 

Where: Nice N Easy (see below) 

 

Event Chair: Warren and Janet Robinson 315-673-2212 (home) 315-416-1445 

(mobile) warrenfrobinson@gmail.com 

 

This year’s rallye will be similar to past years in that it's not a race but rather a 

navigation and observational test. Scoring will be by overall mileage and answers to 

questions along the way. Best to have both driver and navigator on this ride. We've 

tried to choose good Miata roads with light traffic, curves and scenic views and think 

all will enjoy the ride.  

There will be one pit stop along the way where you can refill your coffee and snacks. 

We'll end at a restaurant for a late lunch/early dinner. We'll meet at the Nice N Easy Grocery Shoppe on West 

Seneca Turnpike in the Town of Onondaga, a couple miles west of Onondaga Community College. They have 

pretty good gas and snack pricing so I hope we can offer a little patronage as a way of thanks for their parking 

lot.  

Here's the coordinates: I'd like to get the first car off no later than 12:20 and put 2-3 minutes between cars, 

depending on how many we have. And if I could get a headcount by 9/21, that will allow me to make 

arrangements at the restaurant. If we get a large signup, I may ask for some volunteers to arrive early, so we 

could start sending out cars a bit earlier. I anticipate the event will end around 5pm.  

 

 

 

mailto:warrenfrobinson@gmail.com


Page 4 44 

Please let your area rep know by September 21 if you plan to attend. Coordinates for the meet are: 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nice+N+Easy+Grocery+Shoppe/@42.989326,-

76.250556,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89d9f799ca671587:0x20490da37b2334c 

 

August Event Reports 
 

Rhinebeck Aerodrome Overnight                            Harry Frisbee 

  

Nine Miata's lined up at the Big M parking 

lot in Windsor N.Y. to head out to 

Rhinebeck Aerodrome on the morning of 

August 16th.  We travelled thru the Catskill 

Mountains towards the Hudson River valley 

to reach our destination under a clear sky and 

just right temperature. 

  

We were given prime parking at the end of 

the airfield among the hangers, of which 

several aircraft were being professionally 

restored.  It truly was a day of education for all of us, being allowed to get up close to these magnificent war 

birds, and having our questions answered by the pro's.  

  

We had a guided tour thru the Museum and learned the history of the aerodrome and the colorful characters who 

worked at preserving aircraft from the beginning of powered flight thru between the world wars.  Very 

interesting indeed. 

  

After the museum tour of about 11/2 hours, we gathered at the airfield for lunch around the concession stands, 

and proceeded to the bleachers for a fantastic show of numerous preWW1, WW1, and 30's era aircraft being 

flown by some fantastic piloting.  They put on a dizzying display of showmanship!  This all took up about 21/2 

hours, which was pure fun. 

  

After the show we said our goodbyes to those who had to return home, and made our way to Hyde Park to check 

into our motel.  We were on our own until morning for the tour of Vanderbilt Estate.  We decided that the tour 

of the estate left little time to take in the Roosevelt Homestead, so we thoroughly took our time to enjoy 

roaming the Estate at our leisure.  What a fantastic day we had to get to know one another while being 

entertained by our guide.  It was a weekend that I don't think any of us will ever forget. 

  

Late afternoon we said our goodbyes and headed home.  Our red-headed hot foot has been holding out on us!  

She set up a route back to Binghamton area that I never knew existed, the perfect road for running a Miata at 

90%!!!!!!!  I still can't get the smile off my face, and I thought PA 125 was great fun, but this route was 

fantastic.  We will be incorporating this route into more trips in the future so everyone can experience the tail of 

the dragon in our region. 

  

For those who missed this trip, you missed a good one, the sites and the food was top notch, but the friendship 

was to die for, we all had fun to the nth degree. 

  

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nice+N+Easy+Grocery+Shoppe/@42.989326,-76.250556,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x89d9f799ca671587:0x20490da37b2334c
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nice+N+Easy+Grocery+Shoppe/@42.989326,-76.250556,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x89d9f799ca671587:0x20490da37b2334c
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Sunday, August 24 Polo in Skaneateles        Chuck Paul and Ed Keller 
 

POLO ANYONE……WELL, MAYBE NOT because 

sometimes the best of plans just don’t work out.  Take Polo on 

the 24th for example.   A flawless day weather wise with 14 

Miatas (and a Porsche but that’s another story) left Skan-Ellus 

drive in for the Polo match by way of Bob’s Barbecue in Homer 

(which is not the most direct route but it was a great drive). 

 

There we met several more Miatas from the Southern tier and 

got in line with lots of others waiting to enjoy the chicken, ribs 

and brisket.  It was then that things took a turn for the worse.  

My wife, who had gone ahead to the Polo grounds to reserve 

our three trees and set up beverages, called to say the match had 

been cancelled due to the field being too wet.  A meeting was 

held and it was decided to eat at Bob’s and then continue the 

drive.  We then received a call from the field saying the 

Rochester group was there and ready to party (aren’t they 

always?).  We took a scenic drive to the field where our 

numbers swelled to 36 cars making this the largest turnout ever 

for polo.  If only there was polo. 

 

The good news was the privacy we had and the shade available for everyone.   Good food to share and a group 

photo made the day.   The owners even brought the scoreboard to us by tractor so that we could pose in front of 

it.  And we had a private port-a-john to make us feel special. All of which goes to show that with the right group 

of people even a bad day is a good one 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, Oct 4, Fall Colors Drive along Catskill Reservoirs 

Lou & Carol Trelease 

 
We’ll meet at the Big M parking lot in Windsor, NY at 9:30 AM.  We’ll be driving twisty, scenic Miata roads to 

the charming village of Andes, NY for lunch at the Andes Hotel.  On the 

way to Andes, we’ll drive along the Cannonsville reservoir and over the 

covered bridge in Hamden, NY.  There will be impressive views of the 

western Catskills decked out in fall foliage.  Leaving Andes, we’ll be 

driving more twisty roads, along the Pepacton reservoir, and stop at the 

covered bridge in Downsville.  In 

the past we’ve spotted eagles there.   

 

We’ll return via Route 206 to 

Bainbridge, NY.  If the ice cream stand is open, we’ll stop for some.  If 

we have cars from the north and west, we’ll continue on Route 206 to 

Whitney Point where they can pick up Interstate 81. 
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Anyone coming from outside the Southern Tier area may wish to come early and stay Friday night in order to be 

in Windsor by 9:30 Saturday.  In the past, people have stayed at the Colonial Brick Inn, Hallstead PA, and $85 

per night (21 miles from Windsor) and have found it to be clean and comfortable. 

 

This is a rain or shine event.  Registration is required by Wednesday, Oct 1.  Please contact Lou & Carol 

Trelease to let us know if you will be joining us. 

Email:  Buckshotfarm@aol.com 

Phone:  (607) 655-3061 

 

October 12, Finger Lakes Wine Tour 

Tyler Wainwright and Jackie McDavitt 
 

Our wine tour event is fast approaching. The date of this event has been changed from 

the 19th to the 12th of October. Details are as follows: 

 

 

We will meet at the McDonald’s on rte. 13, Ithaca (372 Elmira Road) at 10:00 a.m. and a 

driver’s meeting and departure will follow at 10:30.  

 

Our caravan route will take us from rte. 13 south and west and then north to rte. 89. Lots 

of curves, hills, and scenic lake views will bring us to the Knapp Winery and Vineyard 

Restaurant in Romulus. Lunch at the restaurant will at noon and consist of one of three choices plus one 

beverage. 

 

- Herb top round sandwich 

 - Chicken salad wrap 

 - Falafel Garden salad. 

 

The cost is$15.95 including tax and tip per person. We will then have the 

option of a tasting in the winery for $5.00 per person for 6 wines. Each 

tasting includes a $2.00 coupon for a wine purchase. 

 

By 2:00 p.m. we will gather and head to the Cayuga Ridge Estate Winery 

where tours will be offered. At 2:30 an optional wine tasting for $4.00 per 

person will follow. If we are still standing a visit to a third winery will be 

considered. 

 

I will need the following information on or prior to Saturday, October 4th 

 

- Who and how many will meet in Ithaca for the caravan 

 - Who and how many will meet at Knapp 

 - What everyone’s lunch selection will be 

 - Whether yon will be tasting at Knapp 

 - Whether you will be touring at Cayuga Ridge 

 - Whether you will be tasting at Cayuga Ridge 

 

mailto:Buckshotfarm@aol.com
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Let your area rep know these details so they can pass them on to me. I prefer phone calls to e-mail. The foliage 

should be near peak and the wineries will be harvesting and bottling. All events are weather proof so come rain 

or shine. We hope to see a great turnout. 

 

December 7, Midstate Miata Holiday Party 
 

December 7, 2014!!!!!!  We will celebrate our Midstate Miata 

Holiday Party at the Springside Inn, 6141 W. Lake Rd, Auburn, 

NY   www.springsideinn.com.   

 

We will be provided   with a fabulous brunch and time together 

for bringing in the Christmas season 2014.  We have room for 

100 and I hope that we reach this number.  More information will 

follow soon. 

 

 
 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH”          

Gail Wagner 
 

Genealogy of Three Generations of Miata/MX5 

 

 

Hello, Fellow Miata Enthusiasts, 

 

I thought it might be interesting to trace the evolution of the three generations (going on four soon) of our 

Mazda Miata/MX5’s especially since there are so many different years, 

models, and Special Editions in our club and also to celebrate 25 years 

of zoom-zoom fun of the best-selling two-seat sports car in history.  

 

I found this list helpful to generally identify the various years by 

stylistic characteristics and certain special edition colors. What’s 

interesting in my research is that as time went on and our Miatas grew 

in popularity, more and more options and special option packages and 

models were added: LS, LE, Sport, Touring Grand Touring, 

Mazdaspeed, Club, etc. but the basic design concept, the drivability 

and handling perfection stayed the same.  I have a 2” sheath of printed 

matter describing each year, all colors offered and the various goodies available, too much information for the 

purposes of this column, so I have just included a few salient facts and features. 

 
….And on the Eighth Day, God (or whomever you believe creates little sports cars including Mazda Motor Corp.) decreed that there 

should be a lightweight, affordable, rear-wheel drive convertible just like the old British ones except that it doesn't leak oil or water 

when it rains or have an electrical system designed by Satan (i.e., Lucas electrics, the original patent holder for the short circuit!). So 

He/They created the Mazda Miata. And people drove it on the next sunny Day, top down. 

 And it was good. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.springsideinn.com/
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First Generation Miata (also known as the “NA” – Mazda’s production code) – 1990 -1997 

 

I know many 1990’s are still going strong or being raced!  Over 400,000 Miatas were sold worldwide during 

this period and as you all know, they created a sensation.  The NA was equipped with a 1.6L straight 4-cylinder 

engine, 114hp, increasing in 1994 to a 1.8L producing 128hp and finally in 1995 to 133hp with 185/60HR14 

radial tires.  The first Miata option list was short: four paint colors, limited-slip differential and air conditioning!  

My, how times have certainly changed (for the better)! The pop-up headlights make the NA easily recognizable 

and sometimes referred to as “barn doors”.  Automatic transmission and antilock brakes were added later as 

options and a remote trunk release was added as standard equipment. The 1993 is highly recognizable as it was 

the only year with the Mazda logo on the center removable wheel caps.  1993 and 1994 offered a light metallic 

blue paint (Laguna Blue Mica) making these fairly rare collector cars to some. The original MSRP was 

$14,000.00 (ah, those were the days….). 

 

NA Special Editions & Limited Editions: 

 1991  Special Edition BRG (British Racing Green) - 3,997 produced (250 produced with tan interior and 

numbered brass above the glove box) 

 1992 Limited Edition Sunburst Yellow – 1,519 produced (Lee Maddy: You have a recognizable classic!) 

 1993  Limited Edition Brilliant Black with red leather – 1,505 produced 

 1994  M Edition Montego Blue Mica - 3,000 produced  

 1995  M Edition Merlot Mica - 3,500 produced 

 1996  M Edition Starlight Blue Mica – 2,968 produced for only four months 

 1997  M Edition Marina Green – 3,000 produced &  STO “Special Touring Edition” (nicknamed “Still 

The One” by enthusiasts)  – 1,500 produced 

 

Second Generation Miata (also known as the “NB” – Introduced in 1999 – 2005 

 

This was the first year Mazda introduced the Miata to our neighbors in Canada. A few cosmetic changes were 

made such as fixed headlights and a rear real glass window for the 1999 model but Mazda was smart enough not 

to mess much with a good thing.  The body was slightly more curvy and horsepower was increased to 140hp. No 

Miatas were produced in 1998 but I understand the 1999 model was rolled out early in 1998.  Evolution Orange 

Mica was introduced in 2000. I’m not sure how many of those were produced but I’ve never seen one except in 

pictures, have you? Pretty unusual paint color. 

  

Headlights and taillights were redesigned and a new “5-point”front grill and a slight “power bump” on the hood 

were added in 2001.  Horsepower was substantially revised in 2001 with another increase to 146hp and variable 

valve timing (VVT) and various appearance changes added. Mazda offered a one-time custom order program 

for 2002 models for one month and buyers could select standard colors or Vivid Yellow (230 built) or Laser 

Blue Mica (152 built). 2003 received 16’ wheels and a limited base model “Club Sport Package" was offered 

intended for SCCA competition racing (the precursor to the Mazdaspped) stripped down with no a/c, no audio 

system, no power steering or wind blocker with optional top (hard or soft).  2004 saw the first Mazdaspeed MX-

5 Roadster turbo (Mazda’s Mazdaspeed Motor Development oversees Mazda factory-engineered racing 

vehicles, parts development and racer support for Mazda racers). No changes were made to the 2005 model 

anticipating the NC complete redesign to come in 2006. The later part of the NB run saw a fixed fastback-type 

roof coupe version available only in Japan in very low production. Pretty strange looking if you Google it. Can 

you imagine the collectible rarity of that model?   NB prices started at $19,770.00 for the U.S. market. 

 

 NB Special Editions & Limited Editions: 

 1999  10th Anniversary Edition sapphire Blue – 7.500 produced worldwide, 150 sold in Canada 

 2000  Special Edition Mahogany Mica with embroidered logo on leather seats – 3,000 produced 
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 2001  BRG (British Racing Green) U.S. market only – 3,000 produced 

 2002  Special Edition Blazing Yellow Mica – 1,000 produced 

 2003  Special Editions “Shinsen Version” (SV) Titanium Grey 1m451 produced and Strato Blue – 1,549 

produced 

 2004  Mazdaspeed (factory turbocharged) 178hp Velocity Red Mica and Titanium Grey Metallic – 4,00 

produced 

 2005  Mazdaspeed (factory turbocharged) 178hp Velocity Red Mica, Lava Orange Mica, Titanium Greg 

– only 1428 produced (due to a factory fire) 

 

Third Generation Miata (also known as the “NC” – Introduced in 2006 – 2014 

 

Due to flagging sales of the “NB” (don’t ask me why; you can read all the reasons on Google), Mazda 

completely redesigned the car in 2006 from the ground up re-badging it the “MX5”. No parts from the NA or 

NB models fit this new car as they did from the NA to the NB. Five trim levels were offered!  It included a new 

2.0L 167 hp engine (woo-hoo!) and body restyling giving it a more “masculine” appearance (if you will pardon 

the expression since my girl Scarlet is a 2006 True Red) especially identifiable through the new sculpted wheel 

well area.  Traction control and stability control options were added in 2006.  The amazing power retractable 

hardtop (PRHT) was introduced in 2007 and the hp was downgraded to 166 hp due to governmental testing 

procedures (wouldn’t you like to have seen that test for one freakin’ hp?). A facelift for 2008 included a restyled 

front with larger grill and new headlight and fog lamps.  In 2009 the NC was substantially revised again with 

various interior and exterior appearance changes including a revised fascia and aggressive “face” with reshaped 

headlights, new taillights, a new 5-point grill, triangular fog light bezels, redesigned lower side sills and hp 

rating was increased again by one to 167 hp (nah, nah U.S. government testing). The roll over hoops behind the 

seats were now fully functional, rather than purely cosmetic, a badly needed safety feature, in my opinion.  2010 

and 2011 models remain virtually unchanged. 2012 features include a more aggressive looking face and new 

17” wheels. 

 

2006 – 3rd Generation Limited Edition Velocity Red – 3,500 produced worldwide, 150 in Canada 

2007 – None noted. 

2008 – Special Edition Icy Blue with Dark Saddle top and Brown leather – 750 in U.S.A., 105 in Canada 

2009 – 20th Anniversary Edition (see 2010) 

2010 – 20th Anniversary Edition, True Red, Aurora Blue and Crystal White – 2000 units 

2011 – Special Edition Dolphin Grey Mica – 750 units 

2012 – Special Edition Velocity Red Mica with black wheels/mirrors – 450 units 

2013 – Special Edition “Club Edition” with side graphics and black wheels/accents – 450 units 

2014 - Special Edition “Club Edition” same as 2013 - ? Units 

 

Fourth Generation Miata (also known as the “ND” – To be Introduced in September 2014 for the 2015 

Model Year 

 

In 2012, Mazda announced the next generation roadster to be unveiled in September 2014 for the 2015 model 

year.  We all look forward to what our favorite roadster will look like in the future.  All that is now known is 

what the chassis looks like but no hints on body styling.  It will include the SkyActiv powertrain (although some 

sources say hp will be reduced) but no details have been given other than engine placement will remain the same 

to retain the 50/50 front-to-back weight ratio.  Mazda says it is targeting a weight savings of 220 pounds for the 

entire car close to the original Miata’s curb weight of 2,150 lbs.  The current Miata weighs 2,480 pounds.  

2015 Special Edition – 25th Anniversary Edition with commemorative plaque – 100 units  

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Hope you enjoyed and don’t forget to wave to your fellow Miatas when you pass them on the highway! 

 

Zoom-Zoom and Drive Safely, 

 

Gail 

 

As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions: gwagner@ithaca.edu 

 

DISCLAIMER 
Please note these tips are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other 

corporation or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not accept any 

liability for damage or injury as a result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense 

and always remember safety first! 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2014 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                             Vice President and Activities Chairperson: Jay Cartini 

                                Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

      Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                              Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 
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