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President’s Message

  

Oh, my gosh…the 2014 formal driving season is over already! 

Where did it go? It’s really hard to think about that but we sure 

had a great menu of events to choose from. And from my 

experience and feedback we had some REALLY great turn outs 

and a super group of new members added this year! What else can 

we ask?! We must have done something right. 

 

HOLIDAY PARTY 

 

Also, please don’t forget get your reservations in for the Holiday 

Party on Dec. 7th this year. The last page of this newsletter has details, pricing and address to send your checks. 

The deadline is Nov. 17th so act now. Last year’s brunch was a big hit and the Springside Inn in Auburn is 

beautiful at that time of year. The menu’s not too shabby either. The registration form is also available on our 

website http://www.midstatemiata.com/ 

 

We’d love to hit 100 members/guests and to close out our 20th Anniversary year with a big bash breakfast! (Say 

that 3 times fast!) Hope we see you all for some spirited Holiday celebration in preparation for 2015. 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who made all our events (formal and 

spontaneous/sanctioned) possible. Planning and executing the events is a gift to all of us who enjoy them. They 

are also satisfying to those who plan them. A big THANK YOU and here’s to 2015!!! 

  

BUSINESS 

 

Speaking of 2015, it is an election year for the club. As part of our incorporation process we revised the by-laws 

to include a new election process. I’m including it in this newsletter so you all have a chance to start thinking 

about nominations. The new method will enable all members to participate in nominations and voting for Board 

members. Article VII is only part of the information you’ll need and the rest is available on our website at 

http://www.midstatemiata.com/ Just go to the Club Business tab on the menu on the left of the screen and select 

MMC of NY Inc. By-laws to view the whole document which also documents the offices in the Board of 

Directors and their responsibilities. 

 

In November I will send another email with specific instructions, timing and Miriam’s (Secretary) address to 

begin the process. Please start thinking about the organization for the next 2 years. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Midstate Miata Club of New York  
“Miata Meanderings” 

 

Official Newsletter for November/December 2014 
Visit the Midstate Miata Club on the Internet at: 

www.midstatemiata.net 
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Please read at your earliest convenience. 

 

Article VII NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS and TERMS OF OFFICE FOR OFFICERS 

 

Section A. Only members in good standing for six (6) months prior to election shall be eligible for election as 

officers. 

 

Section B. Nominations for elected officers shall be solicited from the general membership by notice printed in 

the October and/or November emailed newsletter and by conspicuous posting on the club website. Nominations 

shall be closed as of January 31st each year. Nominees shall be announced in January via email to the Club 

members and on the club website on the 1st of February. 

 

Section C. Voting in elections of officers shall be completed, closed and counted at the annual planning 

meeting. Members may cast their vote at that meeting or, in view of the expansive area from which the 

membership is drawn, via U.S. Mail or e-mail during February prior to the date of the annual planning meeting.  

 

All mailed votes shall be directed to the Club Secretary currently serving and must be received prior to the date 

of the annual planning meeting. All ballots submitted in accordance with this section shall be kept by the 

Secretary. The Secretary shall oversee the election of officers at the annual planning meeting, at which time the 

Secretary shall count the ballots submitted by members via any method submitted in accordance with this 

section. 

 

Election of Officers shall be determined by a majority of the votes cast at or prior to this annual planning 

meeting in accordance with this section. In the event of a numerical tie of all votes cast for any office, there shall 

be an immediate run-off election with votes being cast by the members present at the annual planning meeting 

and the majority selection by that election shall be deemed elected by the membership.  

 

The Secretary shall make a record of the elections and submit a summary thereof to the Webmaster for 

publication at the earliest date possible. The results will also be emailed to the members on the current 

distribution list. 

 

Section D. Installation of elected officers shall occur at the annual planning meeting in Feb./March. 

 

Section E. Elected officers shall hold office for two years from the date of installation in order to have their term 

coincide with the club's events year. 

 

There shall be no term restrictions on any elected office. 

 

As I expect most of our members store their cars for the winter I just want to say, give her a kiss before you tuck 

her in. For those of you who drive them all winter, Zoom Zoom a little slower and safely! I hope to see you at 

the Holiday Party. 

 

 

 

                                           Karen  
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 Welcome New Members                    Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Al Funicello    Utica   2001 Blue  Karen Abbott 

 

Peter & Dawn Rogers   Moravia  1993 Black  Denise Wargo 

 

Bob Cooley    Nicholson, PA  95 Red   Joe Lamphere 

 

 

September & October Event Reports 
 

Bill Hodge MMC Road Rally                       Warren Robinson 
 

The Bill Hodge MMC Road Rally was held on Sunday, September 28 which was a 

perfect mid 70s sunny day. Fifteen cars holding 29 folks participated.  We started at the 

top of 13 curves in Onondaga and headed south to the hills and farms of Otisco, then 

down to the lake, around the bottom and cut over to Skaneateles Lake where we headed 

south to the lake bottom and then up the west side working our way to Weedsport and 

our meeting and dinner at Devaney's Riverside Grill, located on the Seneca river.  

 

Along the way, a few of us got out and walked the trail to Carpenter Falls which was one 

of the 30+ questions during the rally. Everyone scored really well (perhaps we made it 

too easy).  

 

Our winner this year with a score of 102 was Denise Wargo with Karen Abbott coming in a close second with 

102*. Third was a tie between Jay Cartini and Jeff Horst with 101. Everyone seemed to enjoy the route which 

provided some spectacular views of the lakes, early fall foliage and of course, narrow roads, hills, twists and 

turns!  Janet and I had fun setting this up and we look forward to next year's rally.  

 

  
 

 

 
3rd Winners 2nd 3rd 



Page 4 44 

 

Fall Colors Drive along Catskill Reservoirs 

Lou & Carol Trelease 

 

Since our past fall colors drives have always had bright 

sunshine, we thought this time we’d order rain.  We got it!  

In spite of the wet weather, 36 intrepid people in 20 Miatas 

and 1 OTM, a big blue Chrysler, (problem with their Miata) 

met in Windsor for the drive.  Three cars came from 

Rochester, four from Syracuse, one from Ithaca, and the rest 

from the Southern Tier area. 

 

Colors along the Cannonsville and Pepacton reservoirs and 

on the mountains were at their peak and a beautiful sight 

even in the rain.  Fortunately it was not a downpour, mostly 

light rain with some periods of mist.  In spots, fog hanging 

over the mountain tops gave an ethereal look.  As they’ve done before, the people at the Andes Hotel did an 

efficient job serving such a big group a tasty lunch. 

 

We drove through two covered bridges.  Both have narrow entrance and exit points to prevent large heavy 

vehicles from going on them.   No problem for Miatas but we were a little worried about the OTM.  No need to 

worry, big blue made it through OK. 

 

In all, we visited three reservoirs, ending the drive at the overlook of the Whitney Point reservoir where we said 

our goodbyes.  By then the rain had stopped and the sky was beginning to clear.  People thanked us for a fun 

drive and we thanked them all for coming!  We’ve done this same drive several times for the Southern Tier 

group and it’s a favorite of theirs.  Many told us they are already looking forward to next year. 

 

Since this question was asked at lunch, here is some background on the Cannonsville and Pepacton reservoirs.  

The Cannonsville reservoir is created by a dam on the West Branch of the Delaware River near Deposit.  The 

Pepacton reservoir is created by a dam on the East Branch of the Delaware River near Downsville.  The sites of 

many villages were flooded in the process.  Both reservoirs serve as water supply to New York City and NYC 

controls releases from the dams.  Both the East and West Branches are famous trout streams which depend on 

these releases for their existence.   

 

NYC is committed to maintain a sufficient flow both to support 

the fishery and the cities downstream that depend on the 

Delaware River for drinking water.  For purity of water, no 

development is allowed on the banks of the reservoirs.  The only 

boats allowed are for fishing.  Boats must be cleaned before they 

can be launched and must be left there for use, which is why you 

see many boats laying on the banks at the access sites. 
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Finger Lakes Wine Tour        Tyler Wainwright and Jackie McDavitt 

Thirteen Miatas and 24 members and guests met in Ithaca on a clear, cool 

morning. As the sun warmed us up tops came down and we headed out on a one 

hour drive that included curves, fall foliage, lake views, and a photo-op stop at 

Taughannock Falls. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky as we pulled into Knapp 

Winery where were joined by two other cars. 

We enjoyed a leisurely lunch in the vineyard restaurant and then proceeded to the 

winery for wine tasting. Knapp is known for its variety of reds and whites, sweet 

wines, and dry wines. Their fruit and dessert wines are also very popular and everyone found something they 

liked. Many of us picked up a bottle or two of our favorites.  

The second half of our event took us on a short drive to Cayuga Ridge Winery. In sharp contrast to Knapp’s 

modern winery experience Cayuga Winery is located in a 100 year old barn! 

Max, from Washington State by way of Ithaca College, led our tasting session 

which included their iconic cranberry wines.  Twenty members then proceeded 

to the tour of the winery presented by the owners. , Cayuga Ridge is an estate 

winery meaning they grow, harvest, crush, and bottle on site. The tour of their 

wine making facilities was educational and entertaining. 

As we said or good byes some of us took in a third winery but all of us enjoyed 

the perfect weather and a top down cruise home. It was a great turn-out by 

members from all corners of our club. 

 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH” 

Gail Wagner 

 

It’s Way Better to Receive Than to Give (Come on…..Admit It   ) 

 

Hi Miata Folks. The holidays are approaching and it’s time to make the 

gift(s) wish-list ideas available for Santa, the Significant Other or your 

kid, (hopefully, the wealthy investment banker) or whomever will come 

across with the best Miata goodies you want.  And remember, if you 

REALLY want to get what you want, you can always buy it yourself. 

Ask for cash or gift certificates. One size fits all.   

 

I’ve listed some stuff specifically for us Miata owners that you might 

like for fun, car tech or maintenance or because you just want it bad 

(what better reason?).  And, of course, there’s tons of other options as you cruise through on-line Miata-related 

catalogs. As a not-so-subtle holiday gift-giving hint, you may want to print this list and highlight the items you 

think would be befitting to bestow upon you and your Miata and then leave it lying casually in a studied semi-

conspicuous spot for all to see.  Personally, I’m not so subtle; I post it right up there on my refrigerator at eye-

level for The Husband in October.  
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All items listed are available at your local auto supply store or on-line at some of my favs: GoMiata.com, 

Autogeek.com, Tirerack.com, MossMiata.com, etc. 

 

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to everyone and I hope to see you at the December 7th Holiday Brunch at 

the Springside Inn in Auburn. 

 

(This column will return in the spring with the first Club newsletter of 2015 when we pull off winter storage 

covers and turn over the engines.)  

 

Drive carefully and Zoom-Zoom! 

 

Gail 

 

 

 

2014 MIATA OWNER’S GIFT GUIDE LIST 

 

 

Stocking Stuffers: 

 

 Digital Tire Gauge  (accurate, quick and easy to use) 

 Hygrometer or Refractometer (to check your coolant/antifreeze concentration) 

 Miata/MX5/Mazda keychain (they come in metal with logos, colors and leather) 

 Midstate Miata Club magnetic decals (be a proud and loud MMC member) 

 Land’s End Miata Club apparel with MMC logo (see our Club website for details for hats, visors, T-

shirts, jackets, etc.) 

 Fun license plate holder (get that free auto dealership advertising off your car!) 

 Car Care Products (how about RaggTop vinyl or canvas convertible top cleaner & conditioner) 

 Care package of miscellaneous car care cleaning and detailing products 

 A California Duster soft brush (removes dust and won’t scratch paint) 

 Removable genuine sheepskin seat belt shoulder pad (keeps the seatbelt from cutting into your shoulder 

and/or chafing) 

 

A Little More Expensive….. 

 

 A gift certificate from a local auto supply shop or a Miata-specific on-line store (large denominations are 

always appreciated ) 

 A gift certificate for parts or service from your local Mazda dealer (for Mazda oil filters, pieces-parts, 

tune ups or maybe that big ticket item 60,000 mile timing belt replacement you need. See notation 

above.) 

 Driving Gloves (leather or summer string crochet; the “cool factor” to consider here) 

 Driving Shoes (I know it sounds elitist but they are really comfortable and thin-soled better for “pedal 

feel” and heel ‘n toe driving if you’re so inclined. Check out the Puma outlet store at Waterloo Outlet 

Mall for real motorsport driving shoes at great prices.) 

 A really good car cover (H2O resistant, UV resistant, and breathable. I like CoverCraft brand.) 

 Removable luggage rack (if it don’t all fit in the trunk) 
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 A cool new gear shift knob (tons of options if you want to customize – please don’t buy the skeleton 

skull one!) 

 Miata custom-fitted 3-pice luggage set (you won’t believe how much you can pack in these babies so 

says my lady friend Miata owner) 

 Custom Miata floor & trunk carpet mats from GGBailey.com (any color, any initials, name or words, 

wild animal prints…you get to design and they will make) 

 Cargo Net (for inside the trunk to keep your detail spray, microfiber towels, and odds and ends from 

flying around back there when you take those fast corners ) 

 Chrome gas cap filler (looks so cool and matches the chrome trunk lid hinges on some models. I love 

mine.) 

 Tonneau cockpit cover (Miata-specific for parked top-down days to keep out UV, dirt, etc.) 

 Custom you-design NYS DMC license plates (I’ve seen some pretty funny/cute ones; yeah, they cost a 

little more but hey, life is short. Have fun.) 

 A GoPro video/still camera (tiny, easy to use and lots of fun to capture those twisty’s and beautiful back 

roads drives. You can playback on your computer or TV with appropriate cables or send to YouTube or 

via email for your friends and family to admire you driving abilities.  About $200-300)  

 

Techie & Car Stuff 

 

 A genuine Mazda Miata Factory Workshop Manual (NOT Haynes manuals – I’m talking about the real 

thing here for $189.00.  Wish I had one when I was looking all over for the oil filter for the first time…..  

) 

 Any of the following: 

- A new stainless steel muffler (lasts forever and sounds better) 

- A new stainless steel muffler with stainless single or twin exhaust pipe(s) 

- Pull-Out-The-Stops: An entire stainless exhaust system (highlight this for your investment banker kid) 

 Sway Bars upgrade replacement front and rear with new end links (for the performance aficionado or 

“spirited driver” to stiffen the lateral roll through corners. Not cheap, say $500.00.  It’s on my wish-list.) 

 Tires all around (consider summer or all-seasons. Read my previous column “Tires 101”) 

 Wheels (customize your Miata to one-of-a-kind. There’s a ton of options out there starting at about $100 

per wheel to sky’s-the-limit.) 

 Portable battery jumper with air compressor (about the size of carry-on luggage. Great for adding air to 

your tires at home or jumping the dead battery after you’ve left the lights on all night.  )  

 Aftermarket Complete Suspension System (this is another really big bucks item but if you’re after 

handling and performance, consider.) 

 

Etc. 

 Miata Winter Storage Facility                         Gail Wagner 

 A very good friend of mine has an excellent storage facility for vehicles (where I store my own Scarlet every 

winter) for our southern members.  He is up on Route 89 north 

of Ithaca about 40 miles, actually closer to Waterloo exit than 

down near Ithaca.  It is an excellent storage facility and he is a 

very responsible person.  You are welcome to put my 

endorsement on this. 

  

Excellent winter vehicle storage facility for your Miata. Metal 

Morton building, concrete floor, clean and heated to 48 degrees, 

Miata House 
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electric service available if needed for trickle battery charger.  Located right next to owner's own home on Route 

89 Canoga, NY, 40 miles north of Ithaca. Your own car insurance covers your vehicle for damage, fire and theft 

while in storage. $50.00 per month + extra $5 per month if electrical plug-in service is required for your trickle 

battery charger.  Call Greg at (315) 549-8271 and leave message. 

 

MMC Name Tags                                Deane Bergstrom 
 

For those members who have lost or had their name tags 

eaten by the dog or otherwise mangled, please let me know 

by e-mail (dbergst1@tcny.rr.com) and I will make new 

ones for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 7, Midstate Miata Holiday Party 
 

December 7, 2014!!!!!!  We will celebrate our Midstate Miata Holiday Party at the Springside Inn, 6141 W. 

Lake Rd, Auburn, NY   www.springsideinn.com.   

 

We will be provided   with a fabulous brunch and time together for 

bringing in the Holiday season 2014.  We have room for 100 and I 

hope that we reach this number. The last page of this newsletter 

has a reservation form to be filled out and returned by 

November 17th. 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 

 

Midstate Miata Club 

                   of 

                   New York 

Name 

mailto:dbergst1@tcny.rr.com
http://www.springsideinn.com/
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Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2014 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                             Vice President and Activities Chairperson: Jay Cartini 

                                Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

      Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                              Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 
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Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party 

Springside Inn  

Sunday December 7th 2014 at 11:30 
 

We will be having a beautiful Holiday Brunch at the Springside Inn in Auburn, NY  (www.springsideinn.com ) 

The cost is $25.00 per person and includes brunch,  cash bar, and desserts (taxes & gratuity included)  We will 

once again be making donations to the Central, NY Marines Toys for Tots.  If you would like to participate 

please bring an unwrapped toy / gift for a child up to 12 years of age.   

 

PLEASE mail your reservation request and check to:   

Moe Young,   8 Island Lane,  Canandaigua, NY 14424 

 

mymoeyoung8@gmail.com         585-315-3336 

 

ALL RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 17, 2014 

 

All checks need to be made out to Midstate Miata Club 

  

There are 5 rooms available upon request if you would like to spend Saturday or Sunday night 

 

Please send form below when registering: 

 

 

Reservation for 2014 Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party 

Name (s) 

 

 

Number attending ___________________                                      Date sent   _________________________ 

Amount enclosed ____________________                                     Date received_______________________   

 

 
 

 

Please complete and mail this form 

http://www.springsideinn.com/
mailto:mymoeyoung8@gmail.com

