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President’s Message 

 

 

It’s feeling kind of strange that it’s late April and we haven’t had 

an ‘official’ event yet but I’ll bet several of our members haven’t 

gotten the covers off their babies yet since winter is hanging on so 

tight this year.  And yet I know some of our membership has been 

out there making the best of it.  Hat’s off to all of you!!!  Ron 

changed the winter tires off and the summer ones on last week so 

our baby is looking good! 

 

Looking ahead, May has several great events on the calendar and, 

last but not least, the 20th Anniversary Celebration.  (It’s not too 

late to register…)  I’d like to thank all the Event Coordinators who’ve signed up to kick off another fantastic 

season of driving, friendship and ice cream.  I hope to see all of you at several of the events this season and 

don’t forget to let your Area Rep know if you are or are not attending the events of the month. 

 

And a reminder that we can still consider additional events as long as they get presented to Jay Cartini and me 

so we can be sure they don’t conflict with anything already on the calendar.  Just send us a note with the typical 

what, when, where, maximum # of cars, cost, starting point and time and enough detail to describe the event to 

members so they will get excited to join us.  We will get back to you in roughly 24 hours and will distribute 

information if we give it a green light.  Keep the ideas flowing … we want as many members to find something 

to attend as possible. 

 

Not much ‘Presidential’ stuff this month, but if anyone has a topic they feel they want addressed or a question 

answered, please let me know and I’ll get it into the next newsletter.   

 

Lastly, if you have registered for the 20th Anniversary Celebration but not sent in your final payment, please do 

so soon.  Thanks. 

 

P.S.  For our trivia members, our official first meeting was on April 10th, 1994.  Happy Anniversary!  And many 

thanks to our founding members. 

 

                                                       Karen McKissock 
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Welcome New Members                     Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

 Serge & Johanne Watier     Liverpool 2013               MX-5 Silver Karen Abbott 
  

Ice Cream Schedule 
 

Syracuse Area -  Karen Abbott and Miriam White 
 

Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

May 8- at 6:30 Jo-Le-Me Café, at Hafner’s Garden Center, 7265 

Buckley Rd, North         Syracuse (inside seating) 

May 22- Gannon’s Isle, 1525 Valley Drive, Syracuse (inside seating) 

June 12- Pete’s Polar Parlor, 3345 Milton Ave, Solvay 

June 26- Big Dip, 216 No Main Street, No Syracuse 

July 10- Vicki’s Tasty Treat, 680 Old Liverpool Rd, Liverpool  

July 24- Sno Top, 315 Fayette St, Manlius 

August 14- William’s Farm & Ice Cream, 6545 Route 31, Cicero (corner of Whiting Rd) 

August 28- Plank Road Ice Cream, 449 So Main St, No Syracuse 

September 11- Kimberly’s Ice Cream, 8240 Cazenovia Rd, Manlius (inside Seating) 

September 25- Skan-Ellus Drive In Ice Cream, 1659 US Route 20 East, Skaneateles (inside seating) 

October 9- at 6:30 today Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) 

Rochester - Steve Stewart 
 

May 5/13/14 - Hank’s, 235 North Ave. (Rte.250), Webster, food in-house 

May 5/27/14 - Lugia’s. Manitou and Lyell Rd’s., Spencerport, food at Bill gray’s, Buffalo Rd. 

June 6/10/14 – Colby’s, Rte.251 and Rte.15, Rush, food in-house 

June 6/25/14 – Log Cabin, 2445 Walworth Rd. (Rte.31F), Macedon, Cruise night, food on site 

July 7/8/14 – Orbaker’s. 4793 Rte.104, Willianson, food in-house 

July 7/22/14 – Bruster’s, 1041 Ridge Rd., Webster, food at Bill Gray’s, 941 Hard Rd. 

August 8/12/14 – Abbotts, Rte.96, Bushnell’s Basin, food at Tom Wahl’s Hitching Post Plaza, Rte.96 

August 8/26/14 – Muir House, Water Front, Canandaigua, food at Charlie’s, Rte. 5&20 

September 9/9/14 – Papa Jacks, 261 W. Main St. (Rte.96), Victor, food at Papa Jacks Grill next door 
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September 9/23/14 – Pultneyville Deli Co., Lake Rd. Webster, food in-house 

October 10/7/14 – Hanks, 235 North Ave. (Rte.250), Webster, food in-house 

Southern Tier Ice Cream Schedule -  Joe Lamphere 
 

Meet at 6:30 - Wednesday 

4/23/14 Jones Humdingers 1441 Upper Front Street, Binghamton, 13901 

5/21/14 Big Dipper/Food 6935 St Route 434, Apalachin, NY 13732 

6/18/14 Ice Cream Works North Ave, Owego, NY 13827 between Talcott & George St  

7/23/14 C & G Ice Cream Rt. 17 C – Across from Crestview Heights, Endicott, NY 

8/20/14 Yum Yum Ice Cream 3017 Watson Blvd, Endwell, NY 13760 

9/17/14 Suzy-Q’s  1110 Chenango Street, Hillcrest 13901 

10/15/14 Tastie Cream  2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY 13850    

May Events 
 

Saturday, May 10, Pancake Breakfast & Dandelion Run 

Jim & Judy Williams 

 

Spring is here for good! The “safety gear” is installed, all systems running smooth, tire pressure is ok, clean 

inside and out, polished, buffed, all waxed and shined up nice….so let’s buckle up tight. The 2014 driving 

season is heating up. Join the fun starting with the Dewitt Rotary Clubs famous Pancake Breakfast at 

Shoppingtown Mall in Dewitt, NY. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. and take the opportunity to shine and show off 

our beautiful cars to the big crowd that will be at hand.  

 

Our own proud Rotarian Judy Williams, has a block of discounted tickets for the 

pancake breakfast. There will be lots to eat and the price is right. ($5.00 per 

person). 

 

The event will start at 9:00 AM at Shoppingtown Mall on Erie Boulevard in 

DeWitt. Tickets for the Pancake Breakfast will be five dollars each. We generally 

go as a group to eat at around 10 o’clock. The meal is great and all the proceeds 

go for good deeds. 

 

Drivers meeting will be at 11:15 and the group will leave at 11:30.  

 

Our route will feature the best roads, most challenging curves, hills and twisties, historical landmarks, 

waterfalls, canals, creeks and lakes...all the usual good stuff with a fun stop at the end. We will finish at 1PM at 

a scenic overlook with views of two lakes and the opportunity for a snack ... or for a beer! 
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Sunday May 18 ( Saturday 5/17 if overnight) 

Rte. 125/Goldmine Area Scenic Tour 

Harry Frisbie 

 

This ride will begin at the Colonial Brick Inn in Hallstead Pa. It will take approximately 2.5 hrs. to the starting 

point of PA 125 from there. This is a very exciting twisty road thru the Endless Mountains and Pocono 

Mountains. It has every conceivable type of curve, roller coaster dip, and elevation change you could ask for in a 

sporting road for a Miata to drive on. It has been called the "tail of the Dragon" of the N.E. and rightfully so. 

This will be a long day of fun and fellowship, with a lunch stop, ice cream stop, and a dinner stop for those who 

wish to finish the day with more fellowship.    

 

The tour will begin with a driver’s meeting at 9:00 a.m. at the Colonial Brick Inn located at Exit 230, I-

81S departing at 9:15 a.m. and will last about 8 hours. This is a rain or shine event.  

 

The tour will conclude back at the Colonial about 6:00 p.m. If you have mobile radios you may want to bring 

them along to stay in touch with the caravan.  

 

For those wishing to stay overnight there are a number of choices In Binghamton at Exit 5, I-81  

 

Econo Lodge, 690 Front Street. 607-724-1341 

 

Super 8 Motel, 650 Front Street,  

 

Fairfield Inn, 864 Upper Front Street, 607-651-1026 

 

Comfort Inn, 1000 Upper Front Street, 607-724-3297 

 

There are two tolls of $1.25 each and it will help if you 

have exact change to avoid problems with the bill 

changer at the toll booth. There is a Spot restaurant and 

a Cracker Barrel on Upper Front Street.  

 

Fuel is cheaper in PA so fuel up at Exit 230 Great 

Bend/Halstead. There are fast food outlets at this exit. 

Please e-mail Harry at harry.frisbie@aol.com of you 

have any questions. 

 

mailto:harry.frisbie@aol.com


Page 5 55 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH”        Gail Wagner 
 

Keeping Up The Shiny Side – Washing, Waxing & Detailing 

 

Hi, Fellow Miata Folks, 
 

This month’s column will give you some great tips to keep 

your Miata looking brand-new along with some great 

advice I’ve learned from a friend who is a professional 

detailing expert and car collector.  Follow my suggestions 

and your Miata/MX5 will look like it just came out of the 

showroom when you’re done.  As always, I welcome your 

comments and suggestions: gwagner@ithaca.edu. 

 

You’d think washing your car would be pretty 

straightforward and simple:  a little soap, some water, wax, 

a few towels, maybe a cold beer …. ?  Nope.  It’s way 

more “technical” if you want to preserve your paint finish 

and expensive convertible top but it’s fun and definitely worth the hard work.  While no serious hand tools are 

required (thankfully), the following items are highly recommended.  An investment in the right stuff will make a 

big difference in the finished job and much easier on you.  And remember - the best carwash is your hand! 

 

Stuff to Have Ready and Available: 

 

- garden hose with water supply 

- two buckets of clean water (one for car wash soap and one with plain, clean water to rinse your wash mitt) 

- clean, soft wash mitt (I like the big, soft sheepskin mitten type or microfiber mitts) 

- clean chamois cloth rinsed out in plain water 

- big bunch of microfiber non-linting towels. Do not use linty bath towels, cut up old undies or paper towels! 

- single-purpose, long-handled soft brush for cleaning wheel wells, wheels and tires 

- single-purpose soft brush for gently cleaning your convertible top  

- vacuum cleaner or shop vac with hose and flat crevice tool for interior vacuuming 

- about 1-2 hours of time, some good tunes and a lotta’ elbow grease. (I personally prefer 80 decibels of early 

60’s Rolling Stones or Beatles for car washing motivation.   

 

Products To Consider:  

 

I use “Adams Premium Car Care” products (warning: available on-line but $$$$) but any good quality product 

such as Mother’s or Meguiars is fine. 

mailto:gwagner@ithaca.edu


Page 6 66 

- good quality plain old car wash soap without the wax added in the soap. DO NOT use dish soap or laundry 

detergent. It strips protective wax coating and has a tendency to spot the finish as it dries and is not good for 

convertible tops. 

- “detail” silicone spray (I love this stuff - for spot cleaning and quick shine-ups between washes) 

- a good quality car wax (any good quality liquid or paste is fine)   

- a non-petroleum, non-acid based tire and wheel cleaner (acid-base will ruin the wheel clear coating and 

petroleum products not good for the tires) 

- glass-cleaner, non-ammonia (ammonia is bad for vinyl upholstery and interior panels and it stinks!) 

- A good quality leather cleaner/conditioner if you have leather seats (lucky you; I’m jealous) 

- IMPORTANT: “Ragg Top” Vinyl or Cloth Convertible Top Cleaner and Top Protectant 

This is one product I really highly suggest.  It’s recommended by leading convertible top manufacturers and 

BMW for their cars and we’re as good as those guys!  Ragg Top will gently clean, condition, protect and restore 

your top to its original look.  It ain’t cheap but worth every cent and available on-line. Be sure to get the cleaner 

and protectant made specifically for either vinyl top or cloth top, whichever your Miata has. My detail expert 

friend does not recommend car wash soap or detergent on the convertible top. 

 Not Necessary But Nice to Have: 

 

- a clay bar (available in auto products shops to capture embedded contaminants within the paint)  

- an air compressor with hose to blow dust and detritus from the heater and A/C ducts and to dry between 

badges, nooks and crannies after washing to prevent spotting/streaking 

- a good quality liquid swirl and haze remover product (not “rubbing compound”) 

- a good quality liquid paint finish restorer (amazing for oxidized paint to restore the color and glossy finish) 

- RainX for your clean windshield and rear glass window (I don’t like to drive Scarlet in the rain but sometimes 

it’s unavoidable around here!) 

So Let’s Get It On, Literally: 

 

Convertible top: Do this first. Find a shady spot in the driveway out of the sun. You’re gonna’ clean the 

convertible top first.  Rinse the top thoroughly with the garden hose. If using Ragg Top Cleaner, spray it on 

the top in a small reachable area and scrub lightly with the single-purpose soft brush.  Rinse well and go on 

to another small area until the entire top is cleaned. Do not apply the Ragg Top Protectant spray until the top 

is absolutely, positively, completely dry. 

 

1. Wheels, wheel wells and tires:  Do this second. Shoot the garden hose spray under the wheel wells and at 

the wheels and tires to rinse off surface dirt. Spray the tires and wheels with wheel/tire cleaner and scrub 

with the long-handle single-purpose wheel cleaning brush rinsing after each wheel is cleaned. Run the 

brush inside the wheel wells to clean out the accumulated dirt and rinse with the hose. 
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2. Washing the Car:  Finally, rinse the entire car except the convertible top with the hose and add car wash 

soap to one bucket of water and fill the other bucket with plain water.  Carefully wash your car with the 

wash mitt and then dunk in the plain water bucket after a few soap passes (this will help to remove dirt 

and grit off your mitt and help prevent paint scratches and swirls) and back into the soap bucket.  

Important: Do not wash in a circular motion; use vertical and horizontal strokes only to prevent ugly 

paint finish swirls.  This is a professional detailer’s tip. Wash the entire car with soap only 2/3 of the 

way down the doors.  Do not rinse. Then wash the bottom 1/3 of the car all around since that’s where the 

car is usually dirtiest and you don’t want to pull dirt into your wash mitt and scratch the heck out of your 

paint on the top half.  Don’t forget to frequently dunk in plain water!  Rinse the entire car well after your 

have completed washing it.  

 

3. Dry the car with the chamois and microfiber towels:  Use the clean, wet, wrung-out chamois cloth to go 

over the entire wet car and window glass to mostly dry it, dunking frequently in clean water and 

wringing out thoroughly. Do not use circular motions to dry. Do a final dry with your microfiber towels. 

If you have an air compressor, use it to blow-dry the top, wheels, badges, nooks and crannies to prevent 

streaking and spotting. 

 

4. Convertible top protectant:  If you are using the recommended Ragg Top Protectant, carefully spray it on 

a microfiber cloth or clean sponge and wipe completely over the surface of the completely dry top.  

Wipe off any extra with a microfiber towel. The protectant picks up the top color and makes it look like 

new. Wipe off any product that gets on the window glass or paint. 

 

5. Clean your window glass inside and outside with glass cleaner and a clean, dry microfiber towel. Don’t 

use linty paper towels, old bath towels, etc.  

 

6. Vacuum the interior thoroughly, address any upholstery or carpet stains (I like Blue Coral upholstery 

cleaner for both) and dress your leather upholstery with cleaner/conditioner, if applicable. 

 

7. Trim Restorer: I am not a big fan of AmorAll.  I use an Adam’s matte-finish product made especially for 

interior and exterior vinyl and plastic trim but there are other good ones out there. 

 

8. Waxing: Yeah, the hard part.  If you have any energy left (if not, take a break, have some lunch and a 

beer and come back and finish) this is the most important.  The factory-applied clear coat on your Miata 

is probably worn off by now as it doesn’t take long.  Waxing is important as it absorbs stains and small 

scratches and protects the paint from UV oxidation. Liquid or paste wax is equally good these days. Just 

be sure to use up-and-down, side-to-side right angle application and removal (no circular motions) to 

prevent paint swirls. Use your clean, dry microfiber towels to remove it and another clean one to final 

polish.  (FYI, the pros use two coats of wax.) Wax once a month, if possible, and use a detail silicone 

spray for touchups in between waxes to shine ‘er up and remove paint-damaging road tar and bugs. Tip:  

If you drop your microfiber towel on the ground, don’t reuse it as it has a fatal attraction to dirt that will 

scratch your paint finish. 

 

9. Yup, there’s more.  If you’re feeling really energetic or want your Pride & Joy to look especially spiffy 

(for a club event?), try these before washing and waxing: 

 

 Liquid Haze & Swirl Remover/ Liquid Paint Restorer: I’m not talking about harsh “rubbing 

compound” here. If your paint is older, a product like this will pick up the color like you can’t 

believe and remove some swirls and scratches. It doesn’t take that long and you won’t believe the 

difference.  Just be sure to save some energy to wax afterwards to protect that finish.  I don’t 
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recommend power buffers for this unless you really know what you’re doing. I sure don’t.  Ever 

see a car with super-big paint swirls all over it?  My point. 

 

 Clay Bar: If you’re a real detailing fool (unapologetically, like me) try this:  Put your hand in a 

clean, plastic Ziploc bag and run it lightly over the surface of your clean car.  Feel rough or 

slightly bumpy?  You’re feeling surface contaminants that have become embedded right into the 

paint finish and haven’t been removed by conventional washing/waxing.  This is what the clay 

bar and detail silicone spray is for.  It’s a mixture of a clay base (polybutene) and various soft 

abrasives but detailing clay is not abrasive to your car’s paint; it’s abrasive to paint 

contamination.  It works by hydroplaning (floating) over the surface you’re cleaning on a thin 

layer of clay lubricant (detail spray). Before waxing, spray some detail spray on a piece of clean 

clay bar that you have stretched and folded over in a small hand-held piece.  Wipe in vertical and 

horizontal strokes over the surface of the whole car body, stretching and folding the clay over and 

over to obtain a clean piece occasionally.  If you drop it on the ground, throw it away and use a 

clean piece. Rinse the entire car when you’re done to remove the clay residue.  Try the plastic 

baggie thing again.  Feel smooth as glass?  Proceed with your personal waxing ritual. 

 

 Detail Spray: More obsessive-compulsive behavior.  I cover my car after every outing but 

before I do, I take my silicone detail spray and a microfiber towel kept in the trunk and remove 

all the splashed dirt, bugs and road tar from Scarlet’s nose, bottom of her door sills and behind 

the wheel wells to help preserve the paint and keep her looking spiffy. I freely confess to doing 

this in the dark with a flashlight after a late-night drive. Yes, I know, can’t help it….I’m 

certifiable.  

 

 p.s. Maintenance tip: Don’t forget to check your oil dipstick level, coolant level, window washer 

fluid level and tire pressure while you’re thinking about it. 

 

Zoom-zoom carefully!        Gail 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

Please note these tips are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other 

corporation or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not accept any 

liability for damage or injury as a result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense 

and always remember safety first! 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Dues                     Ronnie Sabella 
  

Dues for 2014 will remain the same – $30 per car.  If you have already paid, thank you.  Please send your dues 

to Ronnie Sabella, 401 Swansea Ave., Syracuse, NY 13206. Make your check payable to “Midstate Miata Club 

of New York, Inc.”.  An updated roster will be distributed to all club members at the close of the 2014 dues 

cycle. If payment is not received by May 15th you will be dropped from the membership. 
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Midstate Miata Club Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Marcy Edmiston 

4692 Ridge Road West 

Spencerport, NY 14559 

Phone: 585-352-5995 

E-mail: medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2014 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                             Vice President and Activities Chairperson: Jay Cartini 

                                Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

      Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                              Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 

 

mailto:medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com

