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President’s Message 

 

 

Yahoo…it’s spring at last!  Sadly the spring showers have not 

been very friendly to many of our members home territories but so 

far, I haven’t heard directly that anyone has had any damage… but 

the roads sure have (as if the winter conditions weren’t enough 

this year!!!)! 

 

Well we’re cranking up the club activity now and I see a number 

of great events unfolding for June and July.  I sure hope to see 

your smiling faces and shiny cars at a number of them.  Ice cream 

nights are in full swing as well and the calories are racking up 

around my middle…..but that’s what we waited all winter for. 

 

By the time this newsletter gets to you we will be packing our suitcases for the 20th Anniversary Celebration!!!!  

I can’t wait and know it will be a great weekend chock full of things to do.  See you all soon! 

Until then, I hope you all have a great Memorial Day and that you’ll take a few moments to remember all the 

troops who have served in our military and enable us to live in a free and democratic country (and to be able to 

drive our fabulous cars). 

 

        Karen McKissock 
 

Welcome New Members                  Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Eric & Cathy Johnson   McGraw  2007 Silver  Joe Lamphere 

 

Nancy & Bob Wildoner  Binghamton  2012 Sport Red Joe Lamphere 

 

Rodney DeLong & Jane Crego Fulton   2006 MX Blue Karen Abbott 

 

Dan & Donna Sheehan  Syracuse  2005 MX Blue Denise Wargo 

 
 

Midstate Miata Club of New York  
“Miata Meanderings” 

 

Official Newsletter for June 2014 
Visit the Midstate Miata Club on the Internet at: 

www.midstatemiata.net 
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Membership                                              Bob Sabella 
 

Membership Renewals. To Club members who renewed their membership. Along with your new card was a 

request to sign, date, and return a new application so the club could comply with legal responsibilities. Please 

return the form if you haven’t done so. If you misplaced it and need another, e-mail me at 

rsabella@twcny.rr.com (or 315-463-9643) and I will send you another one. 
 

Ice Cream Schedule 
 

Syracuse Area -  Karen Abbott and Miriam White 
 

Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

June 12- Pete’s Polar Parlor, 3345 Milton Ave, Solvay 

June 26- Big Dip, 216 No Main Street, No Syracuse 

July 10- Vicki’s Tasty Treat, 680 Old Liverpool Rd, Liverpool  

July 24- Sno Top, 315 Fayette St, Manlius 

August 14 - William’s Farm & Ice Cream, 6545 Route 31, Cicero (corner of Whiting Rd) 

August 28 - Plank Road Ice Cream, 449 So Main St, No Syracuse 

September 11- Kimberly’s Ice Cream, 8240 Cazenovia Rd, Manlius (inside Seating) 

September 25- Skan-Ellus Drive In Ice Cream, 1659 US Route 20 East, Skaneateles (inside seating) 

October 9- at 6:30, Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) 

 

Rochester - Steve Stewart 
 

June 10/14 – Colby’s, Rte.251 and Rte.15, Rush, food in-house 

June 25/14 - Log Cabin, 2445 Walworth Rd. (Rte.31F), Macedon, Cruise night, food on site 

July 8/14 - Orbaker’s. 4793 Rte.104, Willianson, food in-house 

July 22/14 - Bruster’s, 1041 Ridge Rd., Webster, food at Bill Gray’s, 941 Hard Rd. 

August 12/14 - Abbotts, Rte.96, Bushnell’s Basin, food at Tom Wahl’s Hitching Post Plaza, Rte.96 

August 26/14 - Muir House, Water Front, Canandaigua, food at Charlie’s, Rte. 5&20 

September 9/14 - Papa Jacks, 261 W. Main St. (Rte.96), Victor, food at Papa Jacks Grill next door 

September 23/14 - Pultneyville Deli Co., Lake Rd. Webster, food in-house 

October 7/14 - Hanks, 235 North Ave. (Rte.250), Webster, food in-house 

 

Southern Tier Ice Cream Schedule -  Joe Lamphere 
 

We still meet for ice cream on the first Monday of the month at Pop's Sugar Shack on Conklin Ave and on the 

following Wednesdays at 6:30: 

 

June 18/14 - Ice Cream Works, North Ave, Owego, NY 13827 between Talcott & George St  

July 23/14 - C & G Ice Cream, Rt. 17 C – Across from Crestview Heights, Endicott, NY 

August 20/14 - Yum Yum Ice Cream, 3017 Watson Blvd, Endwell, NY 13760 

September 17/14 - Suzy-Q’s, 1110 Chenango Street, Hillcrest 13901 

October 15/14 - Tastie Cream, 2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY 13850 

mailto:rsabella@twcny.rr.com
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June Events 
 

Saturday June 7 Marcellus Old Home Days Parade 

Chuck Paul 
 

 

HERE WE GO AGAIN 

It’s that time once again to take part in the Marcellus 

Olde Home Days parade.  We will meet in the rear of 

the Sunoco Mini Mart at Route 175 and Pleasant 

Valley Road at 2:45 on Saturday, June 7th.  As in the 

past we will travel the mile long parade route, two by 

two, tossing candy to the huge crowd of parade 

watchers ending at beautiful Marcellus Park where 

we will pause long enough for those hungry for 

sausage sandwiches, etc. to partake and then we’ll be 

off for a scenic ride to include “13 curves”.  We will 

end at Sweetie’s for homemade pie and/or ice cream 

and, as in the past, if we have 25 or more cars in the 

parade (our record is 31), it’s on me. 

 

Anyone needing more information should e-mail me at cpaul@twcny.rr.com or call 315 673-4432 prior to the 

7th or 315 378-6018 the day of the parade. 

  

Friday June 13 ( rain date Sat. June 14) Moon Over Miatas Night Run 
Gail Wagner and Steve Wilson 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who needs fun in the sun?  Everyone knows ‘moonshine’s’ more fun!!!  Full moon rise is 9:11PM. Meet at 

Glenwood Pines Restaurant 5 miles north of Ithaca at 7:00PM for a famous ‘Pinesburger’ or fish sandwich or 

dutch treat dinner.  After dinner continue north on Rte. 89 to Cayuga Creamery at approximately 8:30PM for 

homemade ice cream.   

 

We will then take a meandering moonlight drive along Rt. 89 lakeside circling back with a quick look at 

Taughannock Falls and finishing at the Ithaca Treman Marina parking lot to say goodnight before heading 

home. A head count is due for this event by June 11th.  This will be a moon only ride with rain date the 

following evening.  

 

Midstate Miatas on Parade in Marcellus 

mailto:cpaul@twcny.rr.com
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This will be a fair weather evening event with rain date the following evening or complete weekend weather 

cancelation, if necessary.  Full moonrise is approximately 9:11p.m. 

 

We will meet at the Glenwood Pines casual restaurant (1213 Taughannock Blvd. /Route 89) 5 miles north of Ithaca 

at 7:00 p.m. in their large lower parking lot. (Note: 

There is a long stairway climb up from the lower lot 

to the restaurant.  Park in the upper lot if needed.)  

Dinner will be “Dutch Treat” 

on your own for their famous 

‘Pinesburger’ or fish sandwich 

whatever you wish from their 

delicious menu.  After our 

dinner at approximately 8:15 

p.m., we will drive north up 

along Cayuga Lake on Rte. 89 

to Cayuga Lake Creamery dairy bar in Interlaken, 

NY for farmstead homemade ice cream (USA 

Today’s Travel Section  ice cream parlor in NYS).   

 

Northerners can then take a meandering moonlight 

drive back home along Rt. 89 north lakeside or we southerners can circle back home south on Rt. 89 at 

approximately 9:45 p.m.  

 

A head count is due for this event by June 11th. This will be full moon, fair weather ride only with rain date 

the following evening or complete cancelation. 

 

May Event Reports 
  

Pancake Day & Dandelion Run                      Deane Bergstrom 
 

After a rainy start to the day we were blessed with clearing 

skies and a great day for the opening event of the 2014 

driving season.  Hungry Midstater’s gathered in the DeWitt 

Shopping Center for the annual Rotary Pancake Day and to 

swap tales of winter’s passing. 

 

After munching on pancakes and sausages we were treated 

to a drive by our event leader Jim Williams over hill and 

dale under sunny skies for one of his patented excursions 

through dandelion country.  

 

We were treated to fast straights (to clean out the carbs) 

and two twisty clutch and brake delights. They were so 

good we did them twice!!! I know we did because I kept 

seeing the same houses and fields which I first chalked up to advanced age. 

 

We concluded the drive at the Green Lakes State Park. Everyone agreed the drive was perfect and just the right 

length to settle those pancakes. 

 



Page 5 55 

Rte. 125/Goldmine Area Scenic Ride 

Harry & Mary Frisbie 

 
On May 18, a cool Sunday morning, 11 Miata's met 

in the parking area of the Colonial Brick Inn, located 

in Great Bend, PA, just off exit 230, I-81, for a 

rendezvous to central PA's "Tail of the Dragon".  

Several folks never experienced a tour, let alone one 

like the "Dragon", so we tried to make this tour 

memorable for them, hoping they would enjoy the 

day.  After passing out the trip instructions, and 

covering the basics of following in a group, looking 

out for the car behind, we proceeded to drive south 

on I-81 to the rest area at mm 158 to pick up four 

more Miata's. 

  

The participants of this event were: 

  

Joe Lamphere's '11 Stormy Blue                                 Bob & Jo Gingell's '13 Dolphin Grey 

Del & Virginia Austin's '08 Copper Red                     Dick & Dona Flaherty's '08 Copper red 

Jerry & Linda Willis's '05 Black                                 Ray & Sue Mosher's '90 Red 

Bob & Karen Mikuski's '12 Stormy blue                    Rosemary DeHoog's '96 Starlight 

Paul & Paula Guido's '00 Blue                                    Nancy Wildener's '12 Copper Red 

John Pfleiderer's '99 White                                         Bev Ochiai & Bonnie '91 Red 

Lee Maddy & Miriam White's '02 Yellow                  Harry & Mary Frisbie's '09 Copper Red 

Denise & Michael Balsama's '02 Silver 

  

Denise Balsama is the President of the Del-Val Miata Club, the largest club in the U.S.A., with 275 Miata's and 

550 members spread out over Eastern PA, NJ, DE and NY.  She was just voted in for her second term, and she 

also is the Editor of the Roadster Review, the club newsletter.  She loves to put tours together, and I've been on 

a couple of her runs. They are spirited and fun! 

  

Paul and Paula Guido hadn't had the opportunity of touring, so this was a first with the club, and from the smile 

on their faces, I'd say they had fun with us.  Nancy is a new member, just got her Miata last week, and this was a 

first for her as well.  Nancy has a smile that is now permanent, for she is now pronounced a "hot shoe", for her 

shifting and driving abilities on the twisties, she will be prodded to take up HPDE (High Performance Driving 

Event – Ed.) on the track, just like Karen Mikulski, another "hot shoe" who is doing HPDE at the Glen this fall. 

  

Once we arrived at PA exit 116, I-81, we dropped our tops and tore up the roads through some fantastic scenery, 

all the while enjoying the shifting and throttle steering on the twisties, and trying to hold our stomach's in on the 

roller coaster dips and dives.  The roads in this area of PA were in pretty good condition, so we could enjoy 

spirited driving throughout most of the day. 

  

After several hours of flogging our Miata's, we stopped for lunch at the Heritage House, in Orangeville, PA.  

The menu was varied, and the food was fantastic, and reasonably priced.  We spent time here, conversing, 

getting to know one another, and just enjoying the social atmosphere, before departing for more sweepers on the 

way to Tunkhannock, PA, our ice cream stop.  
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We enjoyed our homemade ice cream, but the kicker came when Karen received a 5 gallon bucket of a special 

concoction, it must've been good, because we couldn't get the spoon out of her mouth! 

  

We said our final goodbyes and proceeded to go on PA 92 to I-81 at exit 211.  What a joke.....This road in a 

matter of several weeks, deteriorated to landmines and foxholes.  I was in the lead when I came upon a hole that 

swallowed up my right side of the Miata, blowing out the right rear tire, the Miata handled beautifully, no 

drama, as I slowed to an area that I could pull off.  Joe took the lead, and got everyone onto their respective 

destinations home, and I'm thanking him for this.  I also wish to thank everyone who expressed concern about 

our mishap, your friendship is appreciated.  Del Austin had the foresight to purchase an RX-8 spare donut, 

which is what he loaned me to get our car home, a trip of 30 miles from where this incident happened. 

  

Bob and Del helped me with changing the tire, since I suffer from COPD, and they are my buddies for sure, 

Thanks guys.  Karen, Virginia, and Mary's presence prevented me from throwing a tantrum, expressing my 

opinion about what I think about Fracking in Susquehanna County, PA. and what it does to roads subjected to 

continuous pounding from heavy trucks. 

  

All in all, a beautiful day spent with old and new friends, and a chance to enjoy some fantastic scenery in the 

Pocono's and Endless Mountain area of PA.  For those who couldn't join us, ask the members listed what they 

thought of the tour, I bet you that you'll experience remorse for not making this trip to Miata paradise in NE PA. 

  

Upcoming July Events 
 

Friday July 4, Montrose PA 4th of July Parade 
Del Austin 

 

Parade through Historic Downtown Montrose to celebrate 

American Independence Day Every year, Montrose's big 

Fourth of July celebration draws people both from 

Pennsylvania and the Southern Tier and lots of other places 

as well: That's because it's earned a reputation for small town 

authenticity.  

 

It is a display of traditions often lost in the commercialization 

of the holiday. But go to Montrose and it's like stepping back 

in time and even out- of-state residents appreciate that the 

Montrose Fourth of July celebration is one of the best 

attended in the area.   

 

We will meet at the McDonalds in Montrose PA on Route PA 706 at 10:00 a.m.  The parade starts at 

11:00 a.m. so we would ask that you be there by 10:00 or as soon to that time as possible. The traffic will start 

to be heavy after ten. Anyone coming in from outside the area, breakfast will be served until 11:00 am at 

McDonalds 

 

I need to know if how many members are coming, and that we will be forming up near the McDonalds in 

Montrose, they have restroom, and breakfast. They have to be there before 10:15. The parade goes off at 11:00 

sharp. I need the car (for the parade people) and people count for the restaurant afterwards by June 27th. 

Any question they can reach me by e-mail (virdel2347@aol.com) or phone at 607-217-5794. 

 

mailto:virdel2347@aol.com
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From Binghamton area, you can reach Montrose in several ways: 

 

#1. From the Conklin area by going south on NY RT 7 to PA Rte. 29. About one mile past the Binghamton 

Player Golf Course, turn right following NY Rte. 7, do not take 7 A. Rte. 7 turns into PA, Rt. 29 at the NY, Pa 

state line. Follow it to Montrose! McDonalds is 1/2 mile past the intersection of Rte. 29 and Rte. 706, follow 

706. (Note there is now a new traffic light at that intersection). McDonalds is on your left. 

  

#2. From Interstate 81 south, get off at New Milford PA Exit (223) and at the ramp stop sign turn left, next 

stop sign turn left on RT 11. Follow RT11 south about a mile, PA 706 is on your right. If you go past the 

Summit Restaurant, you have gone too far. 706 is the right turn before the Summit. Follow PA 706 about 8 

miles to the intersection (new traffic light) of 706 and RT 29. In Montrose. Left at the light following RT 706, 

McDonalds on your left in one half mile! 

  

#3. From Vestal NY take NY RT 26 south to PA 706. At Lawton PA turn left on to PA 706 East. Follow 706 

East thru Montrose town to the McDonalds (on RT 706) is on your Right. 

  

SPECIAL NOTE: For any way into Montrose area THE ROADS ARE NOT IN THE BEST OF SHAPE 

NOW. HOPEFULLY BY PARADE TIME THEY WILL HAVE WORKED ON THE ROADS. These roads are 

travelled by large water and oil rig trucks. Northern PA is Fracking Country! Also at this time the new traffic 

light is not up and working, the intersection is controlled now by stop signs. It should be functioning by parade 

time. 

 

Sunday, July 13, Genesee Country Village & Museum 

Jerry & Linda Willis 
 

There are 68 historical buildings in a village setting plus an art gallery. 

 

At 9:00 a.m. we will meet at Camillus 

Commons on rte-5 Camillus behind the 

Hess gas station (some food, coffee, 

restrooms available). In order to get a group 

discount one payment has to be turned in to 

Genesee Village Museum so we will collect 

money at start time. Each person pays $16.50 

adult, $13.50 sr. (62), vets free with proof. $2 off if 20 

people. Please have correct change. 

 

The drive will start promptly at 9:30 with one or two pit 

stops plus other-Miata hook-ups we should arrive at 

Genesee Village Museum about 12:15 

for lunch on your own.  The Village 

Museum closes at 4pm. so time will be 

a challenge! The caravan trip will 

follow Rte-5 west to Caledonia except 

a back-road bypass around auburn to 

save some traffic light hold ups. 
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There are two places to eat lunch within the Village (hot and cold sandwiches, salads, ice cream, beer and other 

non-alcoholic drinks).It will be a rain or shine event so bring umbrellas or rain gear. A trolley makes routine 

stops around the village also. 

  

Jerry will need a head count by June 30 so please let reps know so can be passed to Jerry and Linda 

Willis. 

 

Sunday July 27th, Lake Ontario Lighthouse Trail Tour 

Karen McKissock 
 

The shores of Lake Ontario hold many interesting treasures 

including a number of lighthouses.  We will sample a few of them 

during our ride and break for lunch just east of Oswego at Jimmy 

James BBQ restaurant.  (A separate registration with menu 

choices will be sent out in early June.  This will be a rain or shine 

event and will require pre-payment). 

 

We will gather at 8:45AM at the Parkview Lodge in Webster 

Park (at the north end of Holt Road and Lake Road) and will 

leave promptly at 9:00AM.   

 

We will travel along the lake to the Sodus Point Lighthouse and 

Museum and will then proceed to the Oswego Lighthouse for a 

peak at its beautiful view out in the lake.  

 

 It’s a short ride to Jimmy James BBQ which has a wide variety 

of items on the menu.  We’ll leave there to proceed up to Cape 

Vincent for a spectacular view from Tibbett’s Point Lighthouse.  

It will likely be after 4:00PM before we leave here. 

 

On the way back we will stop for ice cream and get the 

‘southerners’ back to Rt. 81 for a quicker ride home.   

 

Others can follow us back to Syracuse and Rochester via the 

same route along the lake or feel free to invent your own ride 

back. 

 

This will be a long day for anyone in the Binghamton area so I’ve 

checked with the Microtel in Victor (585-924-9240) and they have 

the best rates for a reasonable hotel ($89.00).  There are places in 

Webster but are either very expensive or yucky.  

 

It’s about a 15 minute ride from there to the starting location in the 

park.  Please stay tuned for the registration form and feel free to 

contact Karen McKissock with any questions. 

 

 

 

Sodus Point 

Oswego 

Tibbett’s Point 
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TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH” 

Gail Wagner 

 

Tires – They’re Just Not Those Round Black Things 
 

Part II: The Routine Care and Feeding of…. 

 

In “Part I - Choosing the Right Tire” last Fall, I gave some suggestions and tips about selecting and choosing the 

right tire for you and your Miata.  This column will focus 

on regular routine maintenance of your tires.  As always, I 

welcome your comments and suggestions: 

gwagner@ithaca.edu 

 

The benefits of proper tire care and maintenance can help 

keep you safe, get better fuel efficiency, make your tires 

last longer and also help the environment. I hope you find 

these practical and sensible tips. 

 

Tire Inflation Pressure – Correct tire pressure improves 

fuel economy (yikes, we’re nearing $4.00 a gallon or over 

$4.00 if you run 91 octane!), maximizes stopping distance 

especially in emergency situations, maximizes tread 

contact/traction and improves steering responsiveness and we certainly all want all of those, don’t we? 

Suggestion:  Buy a good tire gauge (the digital ones are very cool) at your local auto parts store and check tire 

pressure when tires are “cold” at least every month or after a long trip. Recommended tire psi (tire pressure is 

measured in pounds per square inch) is listed on the sticker inside your car door along with the O.E.M. (Original 

Equipment Manufacturer) recommended tire size or check your owner’s manual.  When adding compressed air, 

do not overfill (unless you’re SCCA Solo racing!)   

 

Get this: The CA Dept. of Resources, Recycling and Recovery estimates 1.2 billion gallons of gasoline are 

wasted every year by underinflated tires and correct inflation could decrease greenhouse gas emissions by 

900,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalent!  That’s food for thought… 

 

By the way, the new fad of tire retailers touting tire fills with 100% nitrogen (dry air with oxygen removed) 

versus regular old compressed air is needless, in my opinion. Don’t forget your tires are already inflated with air 

that’s 80% nitrogen naturally. Supposedly, 100% nitrogen allows your tire pressure to stay higher longer, better 

gas mileage, yadda, yadda….. For the added cost of nitrogen, if you check your tire inflation monthly anyway, 

it’s not necessary and will save you money. 

 

Checking Tire Tread Depth with Mr. Lincoln – Check your tire tread depth every month while you’re on the 

road too. This is a safety biggie - really.  Do the “penny test” by inserting a penny upside down into the tread. If 

you can see the top of Lincoln’s head or the top of the Lincoln Memorial, your tread is too worn (less than legal 

3/32”) and the tire should be replaced, like now, okay?  You can also check the built-in “wear bars” on your 

tires which look like narrow strips of smooth rubber across the tire. Wear bars are visible when the tread is worn 

and the tire should be replaced.  Here’s why all the fuss: worn tires and loss of tread mean unsafe driving and 

allows tires a tendency to “hydroplane” or slide in wet pavement due to reduced traction and reduces stopping 

ability, not to mention a possible $$$ traffic ticket for “bald” tires! (Don’t you love those State Trooper tire and 

inspection sticker highway checks?) 

mailto:gwagner@ithaca.edu
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Another Good Idea -  While you’re inspecting tread or tire pressure every month, check the tires for scrapes, 

gouges, cuts, embedded stones, glass, nails, uneven wear, bulges, etc.  I once discovered I had a large 3” metal 

bolt so firmly embedded into my tire it didn’t even cause it to deflate!  I just happened to notice it while 

inspecting my tires and checking tire pressure.  

 

Change Those Valve Stems – Ever notice that you need to add air to one or more of the tires frequently?  That 

slow leak may be a faulty valve stem.  Like any and all other rubber products, valve stems can deteriorate.  Plan 

on renewing the valve stems when you get those new tires too…it’s cheap insurance! 

 

Rotate Your Tires – It’s important to rotate all tires/wheels every 5,000 – 8,000 miles or sooner or if there are 

signs of irregular or uneven wear.  Rotating regularly will help achieve more even tire wear and make them last 

longer.  Before rotating your tires, if you spot any uneven wear, have your mechanic check and correct any 

misalignment imbalance or possible mechanical problems.  It’s also convenient to have them rotated when you 

have your oil changed (presumably every 3,000 -5,000 miles or so) and it doesn’t cost much or you can do it 

yourself. If you are doing this yourself, be sure to check your owner’s manual as there is a specific 

recommended pattern of rotating tires around a vehicle.   

 

Balance Your Tires – Unbalanced tires and wheels may cause annoying road vibration even on smooth roads 

and result in early uneven tire wear. Remember my reference to “AJSWS: Annoying Jiggling Steering Wheel 

Syndrome” in “Tires - Part I” last fall?  A good shop will balance your new tire(s) and wheels when they are 

installed or when you have then rotated. 

 

Align Your Tires – Misalignment, bent wheels, worn bushings or other mechanical problems can also cause 

uneven tread wear and should be corrected as soon as possible.  Wheel alignment consists of adjusting the 

angles of the wheels so that they are set to a certain specification (caster, camber, toe-in and toe-out are the “50-

cent terms” if you want to impress your friends.) The purpose of these adjustments is to reduce tire wear and 

to ensure that vehicle travel is straight and proper without "pulling" to one side.   Check your owner’s manual 

for specified recommended alignment interval checks or when you have an indication of a problem.  If your 

vehicle squeals while turning corners on dry pavement, it is probably time to have your alignment checked (or 

easy on the power drifts ), or have your mechanic check for you. 

 

Tire Age – So is your Miata a summer weekender only?  The tires look great and they seem fine BUT the tire 

industry suggests that you put on new tires every six years no matter what their total mileage is ….and they’re 

not recommending that just to generate new tire sales.  If you can see fine “spider web” cracks forming in the 

sidewall, you’re wayyyy overdue. Even if the tire appears to look great, the rubber breaks down inside the tire 

and can cause major issues…can you say “blowouts”? Tip:  you can check your tire’s “date of birth” by the 

serial number on each one. The last four digits of that number tells you the week and year of production of the 

tire – the first two digits are the week and the last two, the year. Cool, huh? 

 

Tire and Wheel Cleaners & Dressings - Nothing makes a car look sweeter than shiny, wet-look or the new 

“matte” look from applied tire dressings.  By the way, don’t use just any cleaner or dressing; make sure to only 

use non-petroleum based products to clean and dress tires.  There are many products out there that are safe for 

all brands of tires as well as environmentally responsible.  Alert:  Be aware that some of the “non-scrubbing” 

type of tire cleaners contains compounds that can enter directly through your skin into your body so always wear 

rubber gloves or the like when applying and removing those chemicals. 

 

And finally, remember that tires are the only contact between your vehicle, you and the road. Be safe and pay 

attention to those round, rubber, black things. 
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Safe and fun zoom-zoom driving! 

 

Gail 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
Please note these tips are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other 

corporation or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not accept any 

liability for damage or injury as a result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense 

and always remember safety first! 

 

Midstate Miata Club Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2014 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                             Vice President and Activities Chairperson: Jay Cartini 

                                Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

      Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                              Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 

 


