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President’s Message

  
 OK….what happened to summer anyway?!  I know Ron and I 

were busy, but did we miss it?  Gosh, I have had a sweater or 

sweatshirt on for days now and there doesn’t seem to be much 

warmth in sight.  I haven’t heard from our Southern Tier friends 

but I sure hope they haven’t had any flooding again this year.  

There’s been some spotty, yet very damaging flooding just 

outside the Rochester area.  Here’s hoping you are all safe and 

well…if not warm today. 

 

Well, we’ve already had several great Miata events that have 

taken place including a record breaking Marcellus Parade with 42 cars.  The weather was perfect, the cars were 

beautiful and the crowds loved us once again.  What else can we ask?!  Thanks to everyone who made this 

happen.  It remains one of our favorites. 

 

July looks promising as well, so get in those cars and get going to something, anything and enjoy new places, 

old faces (sorry about that), and a chance to enjoy your Miatas.  Winter is waiting for us to put them 

away….don’t let winter sneak up on YOU. 

 

Some new news is that we now have a new Area Rep and group assigned to her.  Gail Wagner has agreed to 

shepherd the Ithaca area members and help motivate them to get out on the road in their area.  If anyone, can 

motivate you it will be Gail.  Thanks a lot to her for stepping up and working to grown the membership in that 

area.  As she sets up some local events she will share them via email and Lee will post them on our website.  

Keep your eyes and ears open for updates. 

 

I’m sure that by now you’ve seen some of the articles in car magazines about the upcoming release of the 2016 

models.  There’s lots of info but no exact release or availability dates that I’m aware of but I’m sure it’s going to 

be exciting to see them up close.  Personally, I can’t decide if I like them or not yet and am waiting to be able to 

take a drive in one to make up my mind if I want a new one or not.  Hopefully we won’t have much longer to 

wait…as soon as we hear anything we’ll share with you ASAP. 

 

So….I hope to see you at something in either July or August.  Let’s try to set another record for an event each 

month.  Hang in there and the weather will turn in our favor (or we’ll just have to Zoom with tops up this 

summer).  I hope you’ll all enjoy a great 4th of July holiday.  God bless the USA. 

 

                                                                                                Karen 
 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club of New York  
“Miata Meanderings” 

 

Official Newsletter for July 2015 
Visit the Midstate Miata Club on the Internet at: 

www.midstatemiata.net 
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New Area Representative                                                         Deane Bergstrom
 

Gail Wagner has stepped up and volunteered to be a new area rep for 

the Ithaca and southern groups. She is an active club member and her 

column “Technical Tips” appears in each issue of the newsletter. An 

avid Miata enthusiast and driver we all welcome Gail in her expanded 

role as area representative.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members                                                Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Jim & Carol Cummings         Syracuse                08 Red  Karen Abbott 

 

Michael & Joni Cermak        Kirkwood                02 Blue             Joe Lamphere 

 

David & Marcia Kingsley        Cortland                 13 Red  Karen Abbott 

 

David & Pam Solomon           Ithaca   01 Racing Green Joe Lamphere 

 

Richard & Alicia Calagiovanni         Syracuse   07 Copper red Mica Denise Wargo 

 

David & Diane Clark           Warners   02 Titanium  Denise Wargo 

 

Larry & Carol Tressler        Horseheads  02 Blue  Gail Wagner 

 

Dennis & Donna Swartout         Edmeston   95 Mica Merlot Gail Wagner 

 

Tobey & Tim Fischer      North Syracuse  07 Black  Karen Abbott 

 

Ice Cream Schedule 

 
Syracuse -2015 (Updated)   Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm  

July 9- Big Dip, 216 No Main Street, No Syracuse 
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July 23 - William’s Farm & Ice Cream, 6545 Route 31, Cicero (corner of Whiting Rd)  

August 13 - Vicki’s Tasty Treat, 680 Old Liverpool Rd, Liverpool 

August 27 - Plank Road Ice Cream, 449 So Main St, No Syracuse 

September 10 - Formerly known as Jo-Li-Me Café, at Hafner’s Garden Center, 7265 Buckley Rd, 

No Syracuse (inside seating) the new name has not been announced yet 

September 24 - Sweet Frog, Fayetteville Towne Center, Fayetteville 

October 8 - at 6:30 today Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery 

lot) 

(Questions: Karen Abbott) 

Rochester: Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) The 

Rochester Group is going to try something different this season so that more of the members in our group will 

have an opportunity to attend. Our first time out will be on Saturday May 16 leaving from Karen & Ron's home 

1250 Lake Point Dr. located off the North end of route 250 in Webster. We will be leaving at 1:00pm for a drive 

to Kroney’s in Hamlin for lunch and then on to Lugia’s in Spencerport for ice cream. (Questions: Chuck 

Rischenole) 

    

July 18 - 1:00pm   Starting point Webster Park at Holt & Lake Rd Webster 

Destinations Rudy's & Reese's Dairy Bar 

August 15 - 1:00pm Starting point Bill Gray's Jefferson Rd Henrietta 

Destination Scooters & Cruisers 

September 19  - 1:00pm Starting point Log Cabin Restaurant route 31F Macedon 

Destinations Log Cabin & Sharks 

October 10  - 1:00pm     Starting point Log Cabin Restaurant route 31F Macedon 

Destinations Peppermints & Colby’s 

 

Ithaca Area Ah, Ithaca – “centrally isolated”: 50 miles from Binghamton and Syracuse and 90 miles from 

Rochester.  We are beginning a local monthly ice cream night and will meet at the locations below for ice cream 

and/or food at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of every month. No reservations required; just show up. Rain-

or-shine. Indoor seating at both locations. (Questions: Gail Wagner) 

 

July 1 - Purity Ice Cream, 700 Cascadilla St. & of Meadow St. (Route 13) Ithaca 

August 5 - Cayuga Creamery, 8421 State Route 89, Interlaken 

September 2 - Purity Ice Cream, 700 Cascadilla St. & Meadow St. (Route 13) Ithaca 

October 7 - Cayuga Creamery, 8421 State Route 89, Interlaken 

 

Binghamton: We will continue meeting for ice cream on the first Monday of the month at Pop's Sugarshack on 

Conklin Ave, Binghamton, 6:30 PM as we have in past years.  In addition to our regular schedule we will also 

meet as below. (Questions: Joe Lamphere) 
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Supplemental  

  

July 22     Ice Cream Works      North Ave, Owego, NY between Talcott & George St 

August 19 C & G Ice Cream       Rte. 17C, across from Crestview Heights, Endicott, NY   

Septmber16     Suzy-Q's                    1110 Chenange Street, Hillcrest, NY - Inside 

October 10    Tastie Cream             2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY – Inside 

July Events 
 

4th of July Ride                                                                                      Del Austin 

 

In lieu of the fact that the Montrose 

Parade on the 4th of July has been 

canceled, we will hold in place of the 

parade a 75 mile total ride. It will be a 

shine ride and will leave from the Colonial Brick Motel in Great Bend PA.  

 

We will meet at 12:00 noon and leave around 12:15. Lunch will be at one of the Miata clubs favorite 

restaurants, the CandleLite in Mount Upton, PA. Then a nice ride to a very special ice cream place that we have 

not been to before. The Colonial Brick Motel is on US RT 11 at the intersection of PA 171 and RT 11, and is 

right off I-81 south at Exit 230 the first exit in PA when coming south on I-81 after crossing the NY-PA 

boarder.   

 

This ride is a club ride, and the rules for a club ride will be in effect. It will be a nice time to enjoy the PA 

countryside. As for the road conditions in PA, the roads are the best we can find to have the membership enjoy 

the great American holiday. 

 

 I do need to have ahead count for the restaurant. If you are planning on attending this ride, please notify 

your area rep. A head count was required by June 23rd. Please contact your ep to see if there any 

cancellations or openings. 

 

I do want to thank club members Harry & Mary Frisbie and Skip & Mary Ann Jorgenson for their help with the 

road problem and their suggestions. 
 

Wednesday, July 22 (Rain on 29th), Log Cabin Car Show                  Ron McKissock 
 

The Log Cabin Restaurant in Macedon is hosting its Wednesday night car 

show with over 500 cars and 200 motorcycles attending. We have reserved 

parking available to club members who wish to attend. Food is available in 

the restaurant and outside picnic area.  

 

Please let your area rep know if you will be attending as we need a 

count to reserve parking no later than Monday, July 20th. This is a 

NON-RAIN event. Watch the website for updates in inclement weather.  

 

 The Syracuse Area will meet for a 3:30pm departure from the Wyndam 

Hotel at Carrier Circle. We will then drive to the Log Cabin. 
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Friday, July 31, 2015                        Dual Event with Delaware Valley Miata Club 
  

A Watkins Glen International Race Track Experience. 

 

Members of the Midstate Miata Club of NY have cordially invited to join 

members of the Delaware Valley Miata Club (PA. MD, NJ, DE) for a single 

event during their weekend MiataFest to be held in Corning, NY.  Gail Wagner 

is this event coordinator and has dual membership in both clubs. 

 

We will meet at the Walmart Supercenter, 515 Fourth St., Watkins Glen, 

NY 14891, no later than 10:45 a.m. on Friday 7/31/2015.  

 

At precisely 11:00 a.m., we will proceed to Watkins Glen International 

Raceway, about 5.4 miles (11 minute drive).  At the main entrance, you will sign a liability waiver and 

proceed to Gate 2. Tickets ($25.00 for three laps only) will be purchased at the Gate and we will be staged in 

line no later than 11:30 p.m.    

 

Laps will proceed at 12:00 p.m. following an official track pace car at your own pace.  After two laps, the pace 

car will stop us at the start/finish line so we can get out and take personal photos, if desired, so bring your 

camera or GoPro. 

 

If you are interested in joining us, meet either at Walmart as designated above or be at Gate 2 trackside NO 

LATER than 11:30a.m.  

 

May/June Event Reports 
 

Middlesex Dinner & Drive                                                               Chuck & Grace Rischenole 
 

It was not one of Mother Nature’s cooperative days as 11 cars started out with tops up 

and stayed that way for most of the day. It was about an hour and half drive to Middlesex 

on roads with hills, dips, and curves which would have probably been more fun if they 

were dry. The meal was as promised and I can safely say that no one left hungry. After 

the meal 5 cars continued on to Bloomfield for the traditional ice cream stop. As an 

added bonus on the way there we unexpectedly became participants in the tail end of a 

parade in Rushville. So in addition to our ride we got some practice time in for the 

Marcellus parade! Thanks to all who joined us for the event. Regardless of the weather, it's always a great day 

when you travel with old friends and make new ones. 

 

PA 125 Run                                                                                                          Harry Frisbie 

 

7 Miata's met at the Colonial Brick Motel parking lot for our run to PA125.  

It couldn't have been a more perfect day for cruising the Pocono and Endless 

Mountain Range. 

  

Del and Virginia Austin were my sweepers for this event, since they've been 

on this tour with me from the start several years ago. We had 5 Miata's that 

were new to this outing so I took it easy on the speed in the twisties, didn't 
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want to scare anybody! All said they had a great time driving the route laid out for them. 

  

We welcomed 2 couples who were new members of our Club, Todd Keller and Marie Clark from Meshoppen, 

PA, and Rob and Marian Russell from Binghamton area. John Piston showed up with his famous leather WW1 

flying helmet and goggles attached to his head, and the white scarf to match the look of our WW1 flying Ace.  

Gail Wagner, our Wench with the Wrench, showed up with hubby Steve, along with John Pflederer from Ithaca. 

As it worked out, we realized that Gail, John, Del and I were probably on this trip as a refresher course for our 

trip to the Del-Val High Performance Driving School in July at Pocono International Raceway.  

  

We had a leisurely lunch at the Heritage House in Orangeville, PA, and as usual the food was great. We 

proceeded to Tunkhannock, PA for ice cream and said our goodbyes before heading home. All in all, another 

fine day with friends, what could be better than that! 

 

Marcellus Old Home Days Parade                    Chuck Paul 

                              

 “They just keep coming…..” 

 

That was the exclamation from many of the onlookers as somewhere 

between 41 and 48 shiny Miatas became the focal point of an 

otherwise standard local parade.  Why don’t we know the exact 

number you might ask, Simple….the number kept changing and the 

line occupied the entire Sunoco side parking/travel lot.   Even as the 

parade began, more arrived.   All that is certain is that this was the 

best attended event in the club’s history. 

 

Following the parade we relaxed in Marcellus Park while some dined on barbecued chicken and sausage 

sandwiches.  For anyone still hungry we took a leisurely ride through the countryside (of course including 13 

curves, up and down) and arrived at Sweeties where we destroyed six pies and a whole lot of ice cream. 

 

We don’t know why they love to see us and we’re not sure why everyone cleans up their car and makes the trek, 

but one thing is certain……they know we were there.  Thanks to all. 

 

MG Euro Car Show/Lorenzo Park        Dennis Bromley/Sue Beck 

 

A sincere “Thank You” to the Midstate Miata Car Club members who 

came to the Lorenzo State Park in Cazenovia on Father’s Day!  

 

 The weather was downright challenging for a car show but the show 

went on nonetheless.  Dark clouds and intermittent rain (in buckets on 

occasion!) didn’t deter 12 adventurous MMC members from showing up 

as guests of the MG Car Club for their 14th annual Eurocar show.  

 

Around 186 brave souls brought their European beauties for all to 

see…the farthest away was from New Hampshire…and yes, some that 

were there were "topless”  and had a pretty wet ride home! European car owners and spectators alike enjoyed 

being able to see what contemporary roadsters…the Miatas… are all about too.  There was a great mix of NA, 

NB and NC models there and a couple hardtop models as well to show the full range of the Miata brand. We 
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hope the Miata folks who attended enjoyed the somewhat soggy show as well as the ride to and from Lorenzo 

State Park. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday August 1 (August 2nd Rain Date) –DATE CHANGE         Old Fort Niagara Tour 

 

The trip starts at the Parkside Diner, 4353 Culver Rd, 

Rochester, 14622 (Seabreeze) at 8:30 AM.  If you'd like to 

start the day with a great breakfast, meet at 7 AM (Breakfast 

headcount needed). 

Youngstown at 10 or 10:30.  There is a special program that 

weekend called 'Soldiers of the Revolution', depicting life on 

the NY frontier during the American Revolution. There will 

be period camps, musket and artillery demonstrations, and 

military skirmishes.   

 

We are free to roam around and discover the fort on our 

own.  Admission is $11.00 for Senior Citizens and AAA 

members (w/card), or $10.00 for groups of 12 or more.  There's a log cabin offering food and drink if needed. 

We'll start heading back East at around 12:30 for a ride to the Wilson Boat House Restaurant (57 Harbor St, 

Wilson, NY 14172) for lunch at 1 PM.  I'll call in our orders ahead of time.  Just go to their 

website, http://www.wilsonboathouse.com and send me your order by Thursday (July 30th) that week so I can 

call it in.  Please let Nancy know if you have to cancel but don't forget to tell your Area Rep if you plan to 

attend. 

After walking off lunch on Wilson Pier or the Marina, we'll hop in our cars and go 13 minutes down the road 

and end at Baehr's Ice Cream Cottage, 6860, 7018 Lake Road, Appleton, NY for ice cream. 

 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH” 

Gail Wagner 
 

“Jumping Jack Flash, It’s a Gas, Gas, Gas !” 

Gasoline, Octane and Ethanol 

 

Hi Miata Folks, 

 

Here’s a “burning question” (sorry about the pun).  What 

octane* grade of gas to use in your Miata/MX5: regular, 

premium, 10% ethanol, or “pure/clear” (no ethanol).  (* 

Definition: Octane, a hydrocarbon component of gasoline, is a 

colloquial word for “octane rating”, a standard measure of the 

performance of engine fuel.) There’s lots of controversy and lots 

of opinions but I’ll give you some research I’ve uncovered and 

let you make your own personal decision.   

 

http://www.wilsonboathouse.com/
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As for me, I’ll tell you what I feed my NC ’06 Scarlet towards the end of this article just to keep up the suspense 

and maybe keeping you reading.   My apologies to The Rolling Stones for using their song title references. 

Guess what I’m listening to while writing this article?  

 

Regular or Premium? Actually, the answer varies depending on the year of your Miata/MX5 and any 

aftermarket modifications you may have made.  Moss Miata, my premier go-to Miata parts guru, suggests the 

following:  the latest NC Miata (2006 - 2015) should definitely use 91 octane or higher while earlier 1989-2001 

unmodified Miatas can opt for the good old regular 87 octane stuff.  

 

They assert that if you have modified your engine timing or are running any forced induction (turbo or 

supercharged) on NA’s or NB’s, then you should probably be running premium. The higher the octane number, 

the more compression the fuel can withstand before detonating (igniting). Therefore, fuels with a higher octane 

rating are used in high performance gasoline engines that require higher compression ratios. 
 

“Can’t You Hear Me Knocking…” 

Engine Knock 

Using lower octane fuel than recommended in your owner’s manual may reduce your miles-per-gallon (mpg) 

and reduce engine torque (look up “engine torque” if you don’t know what it is.  Too long to explain here but 

important).  Using lower octane than recommended also causes increased engine temperatures that could result 

in damage when driving in extremely hot summer weather not that we’ve had to worry about THAT lately!  

Higher engine compression ratios will, however, make gasoline engines subject to engine-knocking* if lower 

octane-rated fuel is used, also known as detonation. (*Definition of Engine Knock: When fuel is improperly 

ignited using low octane fuel in a high compression engine, it causes a fireball-like explosion that can interfere 

with the engine's cycles and can even damage engine components – as in possibly bending a connecting rod or 

burning a hole in the top of a piston as has been reported. These premature detonations are the source of the 

"pinging/knocking" noise.)   

“Play With Fire” 

Compression Ratio and Octane 

 

2001-2015 Miata/MX5 engines have a higher “compression ratio”* than earlier models by design and are 

recommended to run on 91+ octane gas.  (Another Motorhead Geek Alert: Definition: “Compression Ratio”: 

The compression ratio of an internal combustion engine is a value that represents the ratio of the volume of its 

combustion chamber from its largest capacity to its smallest capacity. It is a fundamental specification for many 

common combustion engines. When the piston has moved up to the top of its stroke inside the cylinder and the 

remaining volume inside the head or combustion chamber has been reduced to, say, 100 cc, then the 

compression ratio would be described as 1000:100 or a “10:1 compression ratio”.)  High compression ratio is 

desirable because it allows an engine to extract more energy from air-fuel mixture due to its higher engine 

temperature/heat efficiency. And because internal combustion engines are heat engines, higher efficiency is 

created because higher compression ratios permit the same combustion temperature to be reached with less fuel.  

Isn’t that fascinating as hell?  

But Dear Intrepid Miata Folks, not to worry. Government regulations say all cars sold in the U.S.A. must be 

capable of running 87 octane in case of an emergency.  Because of this, if you insist on running regular 87 

octane in your 2001-2015 Miata/MX5 for whatever reason, your engine has a computerized “knock senor” that 

automatically retards the timing when a distinctive metallic pinging knock can be heard to prevent possible 

engine damage.  Believe me, you’ll hear it and then I recommend it’s a good idea to start switching to the 

premium stuff soon unless you expect to sell your car in the near future to someone you don’t like very much. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compression_ratio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrol_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compression_ratio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engine_knocking
http://auto.howstuffworks.com/engine.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combustion_chamber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air-fuel_mixture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermal_efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heat_engine
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Remember, octane doesn’t give your engine more power. It allows your engine to produce the power it was 

designed to produce. 

“You Can’t Always Get What You Want But If You Try Sometimes…You Get What Ya’ Need”: 

Regular 87 or Premium 93 Octane? 

 

It appears that most gas companies all start with nearly the same basic ingredients and then formulate their own 

additives to achieve octane rating and fuel injector cleaning.  That said, it’s recommended that you don’t jump 

around from one brand to another, if possible, as you’re effectively unbalancing that formulation possibly 

resulting in a drop in fuel economy (more on fuel economy later too).  Use your own judgement, but Moss Miata 

also recommends not using the “cheap-no-name” stuff as it may cause your Miata to run poorly, i.e., crusted 

deposits on your valves causing them to not close and seal properly. Personally, me and Scarlet run no-name 

Premium 91 Octane Ethanol-Free and she has never experienced any problems, at least not yet, but hey, it’s your 

choice of el cheapo or brand name. Frankly, my dear, Scarlet and I don’t give a damn.  

 

You can check your owner’s manual.  I suspect Mazda engineers know which fuel rating will provide the best 

performance and reliability.  At a dealership not too long ago, I stared point-blank at the Mazda factory rep and 

asked his frank opinion with nobody around about NC’s and octane and he stared right back at me and said 

“Yes, premium”.  Okay, okay, I get it - right from the Factory Mouth.    

 

Older 1989 to 2000 Miatas were designed to run solely on 87 octane. Running higher octane than recommended 

does not increase power or mpg on any stock Miata. Here’s a good one: Moss Miata asserts that if you are 

running a completely unmodified NA (1989-1997) or NB (1998 – 2004), “treating” your car to premium gas 

will actually result in a slight degradation of performance and fuel economy as well as a loss of wallet-economy.  

Who would have thought?  

 

Here’s a tip and I know you already know this but I can’t say I personally practice it all the time: If you want to 

increase mpg and make your gas money go further, use the right grade of gasoline, reduce hard gas pedal starts 

and high rpm shifting that burns fuel.   Not much fun admittedly, but practical. 

 

“I Can’t Get No …..”  Non-Ethanol-Added Gasoline) 

 

What the heck is ethanol anyway?   

Ethanol is a renewable, domestically produced alcohol fuel made from biomass plant material, such as corn, 

sugar cane, or grasses. The "E" indicates the percentage of ethanol by volume (E10, E15).  It’s a volatile, 

flammable, colorless liquid with a slight chemical odor used as an antiseptic, a solvent, a fuel and due to its low 

freezing point, the active fluid in post-mercury thermometers!  Commonly called ethyl alcohol, drinking 

alcohol, or simply alcohol, it’s also the principal alcohol found in your margarita or pale ale, produced by the 

fermentation of sugars by yeasts. 

So, for purposes of this article, I’m discussing the fuel use of ethanol, although the beverage use is a lot more 

fun. Don’t get the two confused if you’re personally consuming internally.  

If you’re into saving our planet from certain death, doom and destruction, using ethanol can reduce oil 

dependence and greenhouse gas emissions by burning “cleaner”, although opinions differ factoring in actual 

methods of ethanol production and greenhouse gas emissions. You decide. And, of course, thanks to U.S. oil 

shale production, we aren’t totally dependent on oil imports for domestic gasoline production.  Ethanol fuel use 

in the U.S. has increased dramatically from about 1.7 billion gallons in 2001 to about 13.2 billion in 2013 

thanks to certain environmentalists and the Corn Lobby, a big, powerful agribusiness in the U.S. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volatility_%28chemistry%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flammability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiseptic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solvent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol_fuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury_%28element%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermometers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethyl_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeast
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Start Me Up 

Some Ethanol Facts 

 

Most of the gasoline sold in the U.S. contains up to 10% ethanol—the amount varies by region—and all auto 

manufacturers approve blends up to E10 (up to E85 in “flex-fuel” vehicles) in their gasoline vehicles but “pure” 

gasoline is still available at gas stations if you look around. As of 2011, the EPA (U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency) began allowing the use of E15 in model year 2001 and newer gasoline vehicles. Many car 

manufacturers have put out warnings and are considering using it will void car warranties. Note that your 

owner's manual may indicate the manufacturer's maximum recommended ethanol content. 

Since ethanol contains about two-thirds as much energy as “pure” gasoline, vehicles will experience 

approximately 3% to 4% fewer mpg on E10 and 4% to 5% fewer on E15 than on 100% pure gasoline, so sez’ 

the E.P.A. (although we all know their new vehicle mpg ratings have not been very trustworthy in reality).  

Reports of 6% to 10% mileage drops by owners have been reported according to “Road & Track Magazine” but 

then again, it’s conceded many factors cause accurate mpg checking to be difficult. 

Big fact here:  Ethanol is hygroscopic – that is it aggressively attracts and absorbs water including water from 

the air.  When the ethanol absorbs enough water, water contamination can occur in the gas tank and affect 

engine performance.  One of the reasons fuel stabilizer (i.e., Sta-Bil) additive is strongly recommended for 

vehicle winter storage is that long-term storage can cause fuel separation and if the engine sucks the H2O layer 

into the engine, guess what? Definitely not a good thing. 

Another fact: Ethanol is alcohol and alcohol can cause corrosion in the fuel system especially in older cars, 

marine engines, lawn movers and such.  Metal parts rust and plastic parts become deformed or cracked. 

ANY Benefits to Using Ethanol-Blended Gasoline? Well……. 

Okay, I’ll try to be unbiased here with some additional facts with a few personal caveats.  Sorry, can’t help it. 

I’ve given you my opinions and you all know what opinions are worth.   The decision is yours.  Me and 

Scarlet are going to remain “pure”.  I’m sticking with non-ethanol high-test when I can find it. 

 Ethanol is a renewable source (there’s the debate about how much water and energy it takes to produce 

ethanol and the ethics of using a food source for fuel thus causing higher prices for corn world-wide). 

 Ethanol gas has a higher octane rating (see about definition), so it supports a higher compression ratio 

(see above definition) and more aggressive ignition timing (yes, but your mpg will suffer). 

 Ethanol makes good racing fuel.  NASCAR is running E85 (good politically astute decision).  

 Ethanol is said to reduce gasoline consumption for a reduction in greenhouse gasses and less dependence 

on imported oil (the U.S. is said to no longer be dependent on oil imports and mpg mileage will drop).  

“It’s All Over Now” 

 

I hope you enjoyed this month’s column and don’t forget to wave to your fellow Miata/MX5’s when you 

pass them on the highway! 

 

Zoom-Zoom and Drive Safely, 

               

 Gail, Honky Tonk Woman 

 

DISCLAIMER 
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Please note these tips and opinions are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or 

any other corporation or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not 

accept any liability for damage or injury as a result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use 

common sense and always remember safety first. 

 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club 

members so pay them a visit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2015 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                                Vice President: Rosemary DeHoog 

                                 

  Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

 

     Activities Director: Jay Cartini 

       

Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                               Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 

 

Area Representatives 
 

 Name/Area     Phone Number  E-Mail 
 

 Karen Abbott/Syracuse  315-299-6880   KLDAbbott@hotmail.com 

 Denise Wargo/Syracuse  315-253-6757    wargoweed@aol.com   

 Marcy Edmiston/Rochester  585-352-5995       medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com 

 Joe Lamphere/Binghamton  607-754-3159   Jlamphere@stny.rr.com 

 Gail Wagner/Ithaca   607-257-7445                                   gwtr3red@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:Jlamphere@stny.rr.com

