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President’s Message 

 

Well, it’s hard to believe we are almost ½ way through summer (if 

that’s what you call this season this year) but it’s great to know we 

can finish summer with some great rides and go on into the fall as 

well.  There’s new ‘stuff’ being suggested regularly and I think 

that’s a great sign that folks want to do more than what we planned 

way back in February. 

 

I’d like to encourage members to flesh out ideas for a route, lunch 

and hotel arrangements (if required) and send them along to Jay or 

I to see if we can get it approved and distributed to make it a 

reality.  There’s so many beautiful places in our area and so many cool things to do…let’s keep building events 

all season though.  Just be sure we have time to get it on members’ calendars…spontaneous works with a couple 

weeks’ notice, at least for some folks.   

 

When we do our event’s I’d like to remind Event Coordinators of 3 things: 

 

1. Get a guest disclaimer waiver signed if someone brings a guest that is not a club co-pilot.  This protects 

us all and is easy to do.  The form is in the Business tab on the web and the signed copy can be sent to 

me after the event. 

 

2. Also, please observe the practice to have a driver’s meeting and review the Caravan Rules which are 

also on the Business tab.  We almost always have someone new and it never hurts to remind some of us 

‘old’ members as well.   

 

3. Participants should receive a map or simple written directions for the route for every ride.  This can be 

handed out at the driver’s meeting. 

 

There is a template and checklist for Event Planning on the end of the Calendar page that is a helpful guide to 

hosting a successful event.  Please take a moment and see how easy we try to make it for you to host an event. 

There’s still lot’s more on the current calendar and I’m waiting to see some new things as well.  Until next 

time…zoom, zoom through the area safely and as much as you can! 

 

 

 

         Karen McKissock 

Midstate Miata Club of New York  
“Miata Meanderings” 

 

Official Newsletter for August 2014 
Visit the Midstate Miata Club on the Internet at: 

www.midstatemiata.net 
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Welcome New Members                    Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Joyce & Jack Loss   Canandaigua   2007 Gray  Steve Stewart 

 

Robert & Carol Denz   Greene    2003 LS Blue  Joe Lamphere 

 

Norm & Mary Button   Hallstead, PA     1999 10th Annv. Blue Joe Lamphere 

 

Charlie & Sally Getchonis  Hamilton  2010 MX-5 Touring Red Karen Abbott 

 

Cort & Janet Martin   Endicott   2008 Green  Joe Lamphere 

 

Peter & Gerry Shea   Ionia         2013 Dolphin Gray Steve Stewart  

 

John & Sue Mazzone   Liverpool   1995 Red  Denise Wargo 

 

Nicole Fastenau-Perry   West Monroe   1996 White  Denise Wargo 

 

John & Lindy Krieg   Spencerport         06 Marble White  Steve Stewart 

 

Scott & Megan Anderson  Geneva   91 Red   Steve Stewart 

 

Charles & Elizabeth Yale  Marietta       2005 Razor Blue  Karen Abbott 

 
Ice Cream Schedule 

 

Syracuse Area -  Karen Abbott and Miriam White 
 

Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

August 14- William’s Farm & Ice Cream, 6545 Route 31, Cicero (corner of Whiting 

Rd) 

August 28- Plank Road Ice Cream, 449 So Main St, No Syracuse 

September 11- Kimberly’s Ice Cream, 8240 Cazenovia Rd, Manlius (inside Seating) 

September 25- Skan-Ellus Drive In Ice Cream, 1659 US Route 20 East, Skaneateles (inside seating) 

October 9- at 6:30 today Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) 

 

Rochester - Steve Stewart  
 

August 12/14 – Abbotts, Rte.96, Bushnell’s Basin, food at Tom Wahl’s Hitching Post Plaza, Rte.96 
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August 26/14 – Muir House, Water Front, Canandaigua, food at Charlie’s, Rte. 5&20 

September 9/14 – Papa Jacks, 261 W. Main St. (Rte.96), Victor, food at Papa Jacks Grill next door 

September 23/14 – Pultneyville Deli Co., Lake Rd. Webster, food in-house 

October 7/14 – Hanks, 235 North Ave. (Rte.250), Webster, food in-house 

 

Southern Tier Ice Cream Schedule -  Joe Lamphere 
 

We still meet for ice cream on the first Monday of the month at Pop's Sugar Shack on Conklin Ave and on the 

following Wednesdays at 6:30: 

 

August 20/14, Yum Yum Ice Cream , 3017 Watson Blvd, Endwell, NY 13760 

September 17/14, Suzy-Q’s, 1110 Chenango Street, Hillcrest 13901 

October 15/14, Tastie Cream , 2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY 13850 

 

August Events 
 

Saturday, August 16, 17 Rhinebeck Aerodrome Overnight   Harry Frisbee 
 

.The starting point for the weekend tour to Rhinebeck and 

Hyde Park is Windsor, N.Y. @ the Big M market parking lot.  

The directions are N.Y. 17 East, (eventually I-86), exit 90.  At 

end of ramp, turn left to flashing traffic signal, turn left again, 

and proceed just past the Sunoco station on left, that is the 

parking area in a little strip mall, the Big M parking lot. 

  

We will be leaving the parking lot @ 9:00am sharp, so that we 

can arrive at the Rhinebeck Aerodrome around noon.  We will 

be touring thru the Catskill Forest on N.Y. 30 and N.Y. 28, 

which are Miata type roads almost all the way.  If you haven't driven on these roads before, you will be fulfilled 

with Miata smiles by the time we reach Rhinebeck.  The scenery is great, so bring your dash cam and camera 

along. 

  

When we reach the Aerodrome, the museum tour will take 

11/2 hrs. Approx. which will leave about 1/2 hour to purchase 

lunch at the food concessions at the airfield.  The airshow is 

from 2-4pm, and afterwards on a 1st come 1st served basis, 

you can purchase a ride in an open cockpit biplane for 75.00.  

If you've never taken this ride, I highly recommend it, you 

won't forget it as long as you live!  Check out their web site at 

www.oldrhinebeck.org for more info on the history of this 

museum.  

  

I will need a head count no later than 8/4/14 to set up group 

rates if we have 20 or more participants.  The ticket prices at all venues will depend on this head count, so 

please get your names into my email at harry.frisbie@aol.com ASAP, and no later than 8/4/14!  Only then can I 

give you an accurate price of admission to the weekend venue. 

  

http://www.oldrhinebeck.org/
mailto:harry.frisbie@aol.com
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For those people who are only attending the Rhinebeck Aerodrome, and leaving for home afterwards, you are on 

your own to pick a route back. It will be a fairly long day, so take that into consideration for your travel plans.  

For those who are staying overnight in the Hyde Park area, I recommend eating dinner at the Eveready Diner, 

the food is fantastic, and the prices are very reasonable.  It is only 1 block from the Quality Inn in Hyde Park.  

This will be the meeting place on Sunday for the start of the tours.  For those who have booked rooms at the 

Quality Inn, make sure you book under the club name for a discount, set it up thru Kate, 7-3, M-F, at 845-229-

0088.  For those who haven't booked a room yet, you will probably be able to get rooms as far south as 

Poughkeepsie which is about 10 mi. from Hyde Park.  I would suggest using the web to look up hotels in those 

areas, get their numbers and book direct using AARP or other discounts. 

  

After the Sunday tours, we will reconvene at the Eveready Diner for lunch.  The diner will not be able to seat us 

all together, so we'll say our goodbyes in the parking lot after lunch, and then everyone is on their own to take a 

route back home, since we have people from all over the state attending this event. If there are any questions 

that I haven't addressed, please email me, and I will get back to you ASAP. 

  

Sunday, August 24 Polo in Skaneateles        Chuck Paul and Ed Keller 
 

POLO ANYONE? What better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than 

watching Polo as it’s been played for centuries.  (Well, the electronic 

scoreboard is fairly new). 
 

We will gather at Skan-Ellus Drive-In which is one mile east of the village of 

Skaneateles on US Route 20 at the intersection of Route 175.  We will depart, 

with or without you, promptly at 12:30 for a scenic drive along two of the 

Finger Lakes. We will stop at Bob’s Barbecue in Little York for those wishing 

to purchase some of their terrific food to take to the match. 

 

We will arrive at the Polo grounds around 2:15 p.m. to allow time to eat before the match starts at 3 p.m...   In 

past years many have brought food to share (“tailgating”) doesn’t seem to fit a Miata but we have been amazed 

at what comes out of a tiny trunk. 

 

Note:  Several prior years have included a personal visit from team owner and player John Walsh of “America’s 

Most Wanted” and “Hunted” fame.  No guarantees. 

 

Any questions……cpaul@twcny.rr.com or 315 673-4432.  

 

July Event Reports 
  
Montrose PA 4th of July Parade                          Del Austin  

  

The McDonalds in Montrose PA was as busy as a 

McDonalds can get on parade day. This 4th of July 

parade would be one of the biggest the sleepy 

mountain town was to see in quite a while. The 

parking lot was full of American Legion Riders 

motorcycle, and antique cars, and 16 Mid-State Miata 

Club of New York shinny cars, all decked out with 

American flags... Fifteen members and one guest 
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were about to see a city street full of excited children and happy family's, and many senior citizens. All waiting 

to see the many floats and several bands, fire trucks, and some real strange looking farm tractors, not to speak of 

the farm animals. For a parade that does not want candy thrown to the children, the street was full of candy 

happy kids. 

 

After the parade we met at the P&C parking lot to say good bye to several of our members and guest. Eleven 

Miata's left to go on a leisurely ride in the bright sun shine for about 40 minutes on some very nice curvy 

PA country roads. A lunch stop at Bingham's restaurant at Lenox PA was planned. Service fast and, good 

prices, food great, and deserts well, Bingham's is known for their deserts. Yes Joe, some of us had their famous 

Coconut Cream pie. 

 

After a nice lunch and much Miata talk, the group headed north on a curvy PA country road into New Milford 

Pa,  continuing north on route 11 into New York, and a stop in Conklin New York at Big Dipper 2 for some 

GREAT ice cream. It was a nice parade, very good food and ice cream, and a fun ride. All spent with wonderful 

Miata people. What a way to top off a 4TH of July Miata day! 

 

Genesee Country Village and Museum                              

Jerry and Linda Willis 
 

Well, the rain or shine event proved to be a rain event! Eight cars from 

Syracuse area and 7 or 8 from the Rochester area had signed on. Due 

to weather reports of ominous severe thunder storms 6 cars showed up 

from the Syracuse area. The Rochester group bowed out entirely. In 

that I felt somewhat responsible if it was at all possible there could be 

hail damage etc. we took a vote. Everyone but me voted to go! So we 

went, tops down for about 4 miles. Sprinkles said tops up! We ran 

through some moderate rain in only a couple of places otherwise light 

rain only. I checked with Steve Stewart (Rochester group leader) to 

see how the weather might be ahead of us. He said "can't see your 

hand in front of your face!" from route 5 did look darker to the north 

so we continued. 

 

We arrived about on time at the Genesee Village and parked in a nice 

provided spot on a grass knoll just out from the entrance. Once inside we all had a nice lunch then proceeded 

through the village and art museum (including some Fredrick Remington pieces) and large gift shop. Some 

utilizing the trolley. Umbrellas were used on and off. At about 2:45pm some thunder and heavier rain prompted 

them to close an hour early at 3pm.  

 

So...the 6 cars headed out on the return trip stopping at Shark's 28 flavors of homemade ice cream in east 

Bloomfield where even the small cone was astronomical and delicious! 

 

Sun back out, sun block on, tops down for the trip to the Canandaigua water front (one car bowing out) for some 

adult beverage and then a nice dinner on the open veranda. Weather was perfect as we had driven through it 

going west as it had progressed east. 

 

Comments were everybody wanted to return to the Village especially as some hadn't realized how large and 

interesting it would be. So they were gracious to offer us 9 hardy souls free passes. 

 

Tops down all the way home! We had lucked out!    
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Lake Ontario Lighthouse Trail Tour 

Ron & Karen McKissock 

 
OMG is what I have to say to get started! (Oh my goodness if 

you don’t text)  

 

When Carol Trelease mentioned the lighthouse trail a way 

back I thought, I can do that.  We’ll get 8-10 cars max, we can 

start in Rochester and go to Watertown area…piece of cake.  

Well, the Rochester lighthouse is beautiful and can be toured 

but there’s no parking available on Sunday’s.  OK…onward 

ho!  The next lighthouse going east is Sodus Point Lighthouse 

where some of our members have already toured a way back 

with Jim and Mary Lou Reisdorf.  Continuing east along the 

lake there’s Henderson and Sackett’s harbor lighthouses, but 

neither one allows guests on site so Oswego was next in line.  After that is Tibbett’s Point in Cape Vincent 

before you get to Rock Island Lighthouse in Fisher’s Landing.  I knew that would really be pushing the envelope 

for our friends in the southern tier so we condensed our route and it worked out fine. 

 

So on Sunday morning we started our ride in Webster Park with roughly 20 cars under very black skies 

following an early morning cloudburst/thunderstorm.  Holy smokes, I loved seeing all those cars lined up in the 

parking lot!  At about 9:10 we left for a leisurely ride through the fruit belt along the Lake Road to Sodus Point 

where we were met with a few more cars (with a few drops on the windshields along the way but that didn’t 

stop us hearty drivers).  The wonderful guides at the lighthouse broke us up into 3 groups to tour the lighthouse, 

museum and grounds and to hear the very interesting history of the lighthouse.  By this time the skies had 

opened up to a beautiful blue with a light breeze and we were off to ride through Oswego.  The original plan 

was to drive by the lighthouse there but thanks to notes from some of our savvy members we did not get mixed 

up at the harbor/lighthouse as it was Oswego    Harbor fest weekend.  So here’s to the best laid plans …   As we 

drove through town it looked like something I’d like to go back to, but not with 24 cars in tow. 

 

Slightly outside town we stopped at Jimmie James BBQ for lunch where the food was great once you got it.  

Despite our pre-order they understaffed and the wait was pretty uncomfortable.  I like to think it gave us more 

time to make more friends but we were starving so I realized it’s not nice to eat your friends….and stop in 

smaller groups. 

 

We lost a couple cars there before we took the hour long ride to Cape Vincent.  Many picturesque sites along the 

way, but the last 3 miles drive down a VERY narrow road along the shore of the St. Lawrence was spectacular!  

Big blue waves crashing the shore only a few feet from the cars, stunning homes on the left and still more 

sunshine and blue sky built the anticipation to reach the lighthouse.  It was definitely worth the ride to see this 

gorgeous white structure against the blue sky with the sound of the waves and the feel of a hearty wind blowing.  

There was even a fog horn for sound effects.  We got some great pictures I hope you’ll all send to Lee for the 

website for sharing with all. 

 

On the way back we stopped for our traditional end to the day…ice cream.  All in all, if I do say so myself, it 

was like a mini vacation.  I was sooooooooooo happy to have such a great turn out and would also like to thank 

the folks from the southern tier and Ithaca for coming into town the day before.  I hope you all had as good a 

time as Ron and I did even though the original plans didn’t work out like I hoped. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

September 28, Bill Hodge Memorial Road Rally 

Warren Robinson 

 

Janet and I have been exploring new roads on the west side of Syracuse and have 

pretty much mapped out our route for this year's rally.  While exploring, we did 

manage to find several roads that turned to dirt so had to back up and try again. 

We've established the mid-way stop as well as restaurant at the end and think all will 

enjoy the scenic drive to get there. I can tell you that the start will be at the Nice N 

Easy on W. Seneca Turnpike and Cedarvale Road in Onondaga, about 3 miles west 

of Onondaga Community College. We'll wind up about 21 miles from there, but, of  

course, I can't reveal the destination. We'll be looking for a car count in mid-

September. See you then!  

 

 

 

 

 

October 12, Finger Lakes Wine Tour 

Tyler Wainwright and Jackie McDavitt 
 

Our wine tour event is fast approaching. The date of this event 

has been changed from the 19th to the 12th of October. Details 

are as follows: 

 

 

We will meet at the McDonald’s on rte. 13, Ithaca (372 Elmira Road) at 10:00 a.m. and a driver’s meeting and 

departure will follow at 10:30.  

 

Our caravan route will take us from rte. 13 south and west and then north to rte. 89. Lots of curves, hills, and 

scenic lake views will bring us to the Knapp Winery and Vineyard Restaurant in 

Romulus. Lunch at the restaurant will at noon and consist of one of three choices 

plus one beverage. 

 

- Herb top round sandwich 

 - Chicken salad wrap 

 - Falafel Garden salad. 

 

The cost is$15.95 including tax and tip per person. We will then have the option of 

a tasting in the winery for $5.00 per person for 6 wines. Each tasting includes a 

$2.00 coupon for a wine purchase. 

 

By 2:00 p.m. we will gather and head to the Cayuga Ridge Estate Winery where 

tours will be offered. At 2:30 an optional wine tasting for $4.00 per person will 
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follow. If we are still standing a visit to a third winery will be considered. 

 

I will need the following information on or prior to Saturday, October 4th 

 

- Who and how many will meet in Ithaca for the caravan 

 - Who and how many will meet at Knapp 

 - What everyone’s lunch selection will be 

 - Whether yon will be tasting at Knapp 

 - Whether you will be touring at Cayuga Ridge 

 - Whether you will be tasting at Cayuga Ridge 

 

Let your area rep know these details so they can pass them on to me. I prefer phone calls to e-mail. The foliage 

should be near peak and the wineries will be harvesting and bottling. All events are weather proof so come rain 

or shine. We hope to see a great turnout. 

 

December 7, Midstate Miata Holiday Party 
 

December 7, 2014!!!!!!  We will celebrate our Midstate Miata 

Holiday Party at the Springside Inn, 6141 W. Lake Rd, Auburn, 

NY   www.springsideinn.com.   

 

We will be provided   with a fabulous brunch and time together 

for bringing in the Christmas season 2014.  We have room for 

100 and I hope that we reach this number.  More information will 

follow soon. 

 

 
 
 

 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH”             

Gail Wagner 
 

High Performance Driving School at Pocono Raceway or 

How I Spent My Summer Vacation 

 
Hi Fellow Miata Folks, 
 

This month’s column will be a bit different that those in the past.  I 

thought I’d share with you my first-ever HPDE (High Performance 

Driving Event) – essentially a high-speed driving school for sports 

car enthusiasts. 

  

I distinctly remember meeting Club member, Harry Frisbie, last 

summer.  He had just returned from a high performance driving 

school at Pocono Raceway sponsored by the Delaware Valley Miata 

Club of which he is also a member.  His enthusiasm about the 

http://www.springsideinn.com/
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experience lit my fire and I asked him to let me know when he received information about the July 2014 event. 

In February, he contacted me to see if I was still interested in attending and I decided to go for it.  

 

A couple of caveats here:  as excited as I was about participation, little did I know what I was getting myself 

into.  I began to read up on HPDE’s and what was expected of car and driver and how they were typically run by 

various organizations.  It appears that our friends at the Del-Val Miata Club run a very tight and safe event with 

a 16-year safety record.  I printed out a track map of Pocono Raceway and its north road course that was to be 

used for the School and downloaded and studied YouTube videos of last year’s event.  Looked like fun, huh?  

 

Car prep was another matter….entry fees, 

recommended new brake pads (I installed OEM’s 

myself), oil filter/special high temp Castrol oil (you all 

know I can do that!), coolant check with “water wetter” 

additive, a new battery, a GoPro videocam to record the 

event and a new aftermarket Hard Dog M3 Sport roll 

bar which my husband and I installed together.  Luckily, 

my high performance summer Conti tires were new 

from the previous summer. 

 

Then there was me:  new Puma driving shoes (sneakers 

or hard shoes are not recommended), OMP Nomex 

driving gloves, Snell-rated helmet, a new shirt (come 

on, after all – I’m a girl ) and I was ready to go.     

 

So on July 12th I left the husband at home much to his chagrin (this was for me –no distractions), met Harry at 

his home in Conklin, thanked Mary for letting me borrow her husband for the weekend and caravanned to the 

Comfort Inn in Whitehall, PA, the Del-Val HPDE headquarters.  After checking into our rooms, our cars were 

lined up for a thorough safety “Technical Inspection”, required of all participants.  Scarlet and I passed with 

flying colors with a recommendation to add more lbs. of tire pressure (36-37) for the track. Wheel lug nut torque 

was checked, brakes checked, under-the-hood stuff checked and we were ready to race…well, not really race - 

we were ready to learn! 

 

Since Harry was a participant last year and enrolled in the “Intermediate Solo” group, we hooked up with a 

number of his Del-Val Club friends and I got to hang out with some of the nicest people who were Miata-savvy, 

accepting of me and very encouraging throughout.  I supposed it didn’t hurt that I knew a torque from a toque 

and could spit out the names of 11 sports cars I’ve owned.  When I mentioned I changed my own oil and 

installed my own brakes, well, hey, I was voted “one of the guys” – actually a high compliment in my book.  

 

Day 1 at the Track.  There was a brief Driver’s Meeting at 8:00a.m. stressing safety, safety, safety, explanation 

of track worker’s communication flags (it seemed like there was about 50 of them to remember!), track 

etiquette, and more safety rules.  The event organizers don’t fool around but then they have a great safety record 

as a result.  

 

So here’s a true confession:  Day 1, Lap#1 Gail is sitting in Scarlet on the grid with 19 other Miatas and other 

assorted flavors of sports cars waiting for my “Novice with Instructor” group to begin our very first session was 

a deer-in the-headlights experience for me.  My instructor beside me, the banked oval part of the track looming 

ahead of me, I thought, “What the heck (not the word I really used but not printable) am I doing here with 80 

guys (and unfortunately only 4 women)!  How do I get out of this gracefully?  I’m in wayyyyy over my head!” 
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I had mentally practiced the course, watched the videos, prepped my car, but believe me, there is nothing like 

experiencing track time for the first time, at speed.  Not only are you going fast (100mph on the front straight) 

but your instructor is shouting concurrent rapid-fire instructions: “stab the brakes”, downshift into 3rd, throttle, 

turn and clip the apex cone, now throttle, set up for your next turn, brake, turn….” . Yikes. This was definitely 

not for the faint of heart. 

 

But you know what and this is the good part: I gritted my teeth, took a deep breath, did a couple more laps 

listening to my patient and very able instructor (I asked him if he was scared and he said I wasn’t going fast 

enough for him to be scared)   and things started to magically get better and fall into place.  I started to relax 

and get into the “rhythm” of the turns and I actually finally noticed where all of the corner workers (flaggers) 

were stationed which is very important.  I’m not saying I was perfect but by the end of the day but I was eagerly 

anticipating my next 20-minute Novice group run and my laps speeds kept getting faster and faster as I gained 

more confidence. 

 

Day 2 at the Track.  By now I was pretty comfortable in the garage checking over Scarlet after each run and 

chatting it up with the guys in my group.  Several were experienced road racers and SCCA Solo event 

participants driving in the “Advanced” group, so not only did I get their wonderful support and encouragement 

but I also got to pick their brains for tech and driving info.  I was also starting to become very comfortable on 

the track, pushing myself with each session a little faster, a little tighter and I noticed my instructor had begun to 

stop shouting out step-by-step instructions.  The “ah-ha” moments had replaced the “oh-oh” moments.  

 

And finally, the best part:  mid-morning after my first two sessions, my instructor pulled me aside and gave me 

those golden words:  “I have complete confidence you can do this” and pronounced me "graduated" to "Novice 

Solo" and slapped the coveted gold star on my windshield next to my green Novice sticker.  I could now drive 

the track completely on my own without him. Wow, what a moment! To reach this level on my first driving 

school was a feeling of tremendous pride, accomplishment and empowerment I can’t fully describe here.  

 

My First Solo. Here I am sitting on the grid again with Scarlet and the “Novice” group waiting to be flagged out 

onto the track for my first solo after obtaining “my wings”. Needless to say I was grinning from ear-to-ear 

saying to myself, “I can do this!” with full confidence and complete elation and excitement.  What a change 

from Day One first session!  I listened, I learned and I did it!  To ice the proverbial cake, I made my first pass of 

a slower Miata on the front straight and sailed on by. All I can say is that it was absolutely a Zen experience.  I 

was confident, relaxed, determined and focused. Little did I know that I was being closely watched by the 

starter, track organizer, my instructor and the track workers.  (Remember, I was one of four women driving in 

the entire event.)   

 

On my final “cool-down” lap, I literally whooped out loud. I did it and damn, it was fun! As I turned off the 

track into the pits, all the men watching gave me exaggerated applause and thumbs up with big smiles and I 

threw them big kisses in return.  I’m grinning here just thinking about how I felt. I was running with the Big 

Dogs all by myself!  

 

Now, you men out there reading this are probably thinking, well, good for her, she should be proud she did well 

and accomplished her goal, yadda, yadda, but guys….. I’m a woman (let’s just say “mature” and social security-

eligible)  in a traditional mostly all-male sport not only trying to prove to herself but to others that “a woman 

can be equally strong and brave and competitive - and also be a good sport and play well with the boys” as so 

well put recently my friend, Ingrid Steffensen, author of Fast Girl, a book I highly recommend.  I learned not 

only to drive well at Pocono but I also learned even more importantly that I was capable of pushing myself well 

out of my “comfort zone” and accomplish a desired goal beyond my expectations. 
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And finally….. 

 

I want to publicly thank my good friend and fellow club member, Harry Frisbie, for taking the time to mentor, 

advise, shepherd and watch over me during the entire event.  His friendship, commaradie, enthusiasm, support 

and encouragement was invaluable and will be forever appreciated. 

 

Zoom-zoom safely!         

 

Gail 

 

As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions: gwagner@ithaca.edu 

 

DISCLAIMER 
Please note these tips are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other 

corporation or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not accept any 

liability for damage or injury as a result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense 

and always remember safety first! 

 

ETC. 
 

 

Fourth Generation Mazda Miata 

Dennis Bromley 

 
 

 

 

 

Here is an excerpt from a magazine that talks about the forthcoming Mazda Miata. I have not included 

spy/conceptual drawings of the car since they are largely conjectural at this point in time. So take this for what 

it is worth – some interesting stuff about the future Mazda. Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gwagner@ithaca.edu
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Midstate Miata Club Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 
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